
Beit Hanina
Introduction
Beit Hanina was historically famed for its fertile fields that were cultivated with olive trees,
vegetables and fruit, especially apricot. With the urban and economic expansion in the area,
these crops began to gradually disappear.

According to Occupation Municipality zoning, the village is referred to as two distinct
geographical locations: Old Beit Hanina (Beit Hanina al-Balad) and today’s urbanized Beit
Hanina neighborhood.

Old Beit Hanina is considered the original center of the village and the site of the earliest
houses from which Beit Hanina expanded. This center currently lies behind the Annexation
and Expansion Wall that was erected during the second Intifada. The village center, which is
now disconnected from the rest of occupied Jerusalem, is located within areas partially
administered by the Palestinian Authority (PA), classified as Areas B or C. In the near past,
Old Beit Hanina was within five-minutes reach of the Beit Hanina main road. After the
construction of the Wall, the trip turned into a 30-minute ordeal that involves passing
through Qalandia military checkpoint, Ramallah, al-Masyoun and Bir Nabala.

Today’s Beit Hanina is a Jerusalemite residential suburb situated within the boundaries of
the Occupation Municipality in occupied Jerusalem, sometimes referred to as Beit Hanina
al-Foqa (upper Beit Hanina), or as the Occupation Municipality refers to it, “New Beit
Hanina.” Its residents referred to the upper end of the main road that leads to Beit Hanina
al-Tahta (lower Beit Hanina), the village center, as Ras al-Tareeq (literally “head of the road”).
Today, this site lies at the traffic intersection where the Rosary Sisters School and Samara
bakery are located.
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Location and Area
Beit Hanina is located eight kilometers north of the heart of occupied Jerusalem. It is
situated on the historical Jerusalem-Nablus Road, sections of which are today referred to as
Ramallah Road or Beit Hanina Road. With a total area of 15,839 donums2, it is among
Jerusalem's more expansive villages. It is bordered by Shuafat to the south, Hizma and Anata
to the east, Qalandia, al-Ram and Bir Nabala to the north, and Beit Iksa, Lifta, and al-Nabi
Samwil to the west.

After the signing of the Oslo Accords, 512 donums of Beit Hanina land were designated as
area B, and 3,675 donums as area C.3 In short, Beit Hanina is split by the Annexation and
Expansion Wall, in addition to military checkpoints, with its eastern part falling under the
administrative jurisdiction of the Occupation Municipality, and its western part under PA
administration.

Origin and History
The people of Beit Hanina relate varying narratives about the origin of their village name.
Al-Dabbagh notes in Biladuna Filastin (Palestine, Our Homeland) that the word “Hanina”

3 The Applied Research Institute (ARIJ), Beit Hanina al-Balad Village Guide (Jerusalem: ARIJ, 2012), https://bit.ly/35RZnhN

2 Jerusalem Institute for Policy Research, Jerusalem: Facts and Trends 2019 (Jerusalem: Jerusalem Institute for Policy Research,
2019), https://bit.ly/3hthZe1
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may be derived from the Syriac term “Han-nina,” meaning “one who deserves tenderness
(hanan).” It could also originate from “Hana,” meaning “one who garrisons or sets up camp”
Hence, al-Dabbagh suggests that “Beit Hanina” likely means “the house of garrisons and
campers.''4

The village community has passed down a mythical tale about a righteous woman named
Hanina who set up a tent that eventually became a landmark in the area. Thus, Beit Hanina
became a place that attracted migrants and travelers, suggesting that it was named after the
residence of that woman.5

The archaeological findings in Beit Hanina indicate that the village dates to the Canaanite
and Roman eras.

Population
The original village families descend from four clans: Dar Ebdah, Dar Suleiman, Dar al-Najjar,
and Dar Abu Zahriyyah. The lineage of these clans, as al-Dabbagh notes, can be traced to
the Arab Huwaitat tribe and other Bedouin tribes that migrated from eastern Jordan and
Egypt.6

In the late-19th century, numerous Beit Hanina residents migrated to the United States
seeking livelihoods. This brought about new social phenomena, such as the requirement of
women to both cultivate the land and raise their children at the same time. The persistent
outflow of migration over the course of many years led to a drop in the population of Beit
Hanina, with the community living in the US today surpassing the number of people living in
the town itself.

Over time, Beit Hanina transformed into a residential suburb that not only includes the
village’s original families, but also accommodates Jerusalemites from different areas,
Hebronite families, and people from across Palestine. This transformation occurred after the
1948 Nakba, as many affluent Jerusalemite families sought refuge in Beit Hanina and built
new houses on the main road, the Jerusalem-Nablus Road. The establishment of residential
projects intensified in the area, a prominent example being al-Barid (postal) neighborhood,7

7 The suburb of Dahyat al-Barid is located in northern Beit Hanina, within the PA boundaries. The Annexation and Expansion
Wall cuts through the suburb, tearing it into two parts: one that lies on the West Bank (inside the Wall), and the other, closer
to the Occupation Municipality boundaries (outside the Wall). In this area, the Wall’s path does not trace the Occupation
Municipality boundaries, as it annexes lands classified as Area B. Several families who live in the suburb hold Palestinian ID
cards, which means that staying in their residences is conditioned by a permit issued by the Israeli Civil Administration. De
facto, the suburb residents are only allowed to ride Palestinian-registered cars towards the West Bank through Qalandia
military checkpoint and are prohibited from driving in Jerusalem proper and in its surrounding neighborhoods.

6 Mustafa Murad al-Dabbagh, Encyclopedia: Palestine, Our Homeland (Biladuna Filastin) (Beirut: Institute for Palestine Studies,
2018), Bayt Hanina - الذاكرةفيفلسطین-القدس-حنینابیت

5 Muhammad Shakir Ahmad Saif al-Din, Beit Hanina: The Land, the History, and the People (Beit Hanina, al-Ard, al-Tarikh, and
al-Insan) (Jerusalem: Modern Arab Press, 1993), p. 16.

4 Mustafa Murad al-Dabbagh, Encyclopedia: Palestine, Our Homeland (Biladuna Filastin) (Beirut: Institute for Palestine Studies,
2018), Bayt Hanina - الذاكرةفيفلسطین-القدس-حنینابیت
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located north of the village, mostly on Beit Hanina lands. It is part of a residential project
originally designated for Jordan Post Company employees, which was interrupted by the
1967 Naksa. Other housing projects include al-Nusseibeh project, church-affiliated projects,
and trade union projects for the Medical Association, the Union of Engineers and the
Jerusalem District Electricity Company Employees’ Union.

Due to Beit Hanina’s vast land area, which is ideal for construction and urban expansion,
many Jerusalemites relocated there after 1967, to an area that would be annexed to the
Occupation Municipality.

According to a report titled “Jerusalem: Facts and Trends 2019,” published by the Jerusalem
Institute for Policy Research, approximately 41,680 Palestinians live in the areas of Beit
Hanina8 that fall under the control of the Occupation Municipality in occupied Jerusalem. As
for Beit Hanina al-Tahta (Beit Hanina’s old center), categorized as Areas B and C, it has a
population of 1,200 Palestinians as per Beit Hanina Village Council estimates.

Social and Economic Context
The village community historically relied on agriculture as a main source of livelihood,
especially given that Beit Hanina is renowned for its vast lands of varied topographies, most
notably, plains and hills. Similar to other steppe villages, Beit Hanina was famous for
cultivating wheat, barely, and Palestine vetch, in addition to fruit-bearing trees such as
olives, apricots, figs, plums, as well as vineyards. The village was particularly famous for
planting a special variety of apricot called al- Mistikawi. In the late-1990s, the abandonment
of agriculture due to the passing of the elderly and the migration of youth to the US, in
combination with urban expansion over agricultural land, led to the death of some trees
and the uprooting of the rest.

About apricot cultivation in Beit Hanina, Khaled Odetallah, from Beit Hanina, writes, “those
who are in the know about the land and trees say that in the early-1930s, our village
witnessed a boom in Prunus production, namely Mistikawi apricot and Marquq (plum). This
boom stimulated an active land reclamation movement, and the reclaimed lands were
dubbed taamirah (rehabilitated land). Apricot cultivation extended over the vineyards and
the village hawakir (plots cultivated in proximity to homes). Al-Naqaat and al-Rwess lands
produced the best quality apricots, and their trees grew to the sizes of houses. One or more
trees would often gain renown throughout the village and would be mentioned as measures
of other trees, as in ‘… as large as so-and-so family’s apricot tree.’”9

9 Odetallah, Khaled, “fil hanin ela mishmish beit hanina wa zamanuh,” (Reminiscence of Beit Hanina Apricot and its History),
Bab el-Wad, June 2, 2018, https://bit.ly/2RiFLyf

8 Jerusalem Institute for Policy Research, Jerusalem: Facts and Trends 2019 (Jerusalem: Jerusalem Institute for Policy Research,
2019), https://bit.ly/3hthZe1
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Odetallah elaborates on plum (barquq) cultivation, which some call marquq, saying, “a
variety of marquq was propagated, namely Santa Rosa and Banjar, with small and large fruit,
as well as varying sizes of yellow marquq, varieties called Abu Zuqum and Laila, and a
fragrant breed known as Muattar [literally ‘fragrant’]. The popular agricultural wisdom
determined that apricots and plums should be grafted onto bitter almond saplings, as the
bitter plant is resistant to apricot's worst enemy, a pest called farrar [flathead wood borer].
When wandering Beit Hanina’s barren orchards today, every bitter almond encountered
there attests to the death of an apricot tree, living remains and witnesses to the good old
days.”10

The villagers of Beit Hanina were also known for working in stone quarries that they
excavated on the northern and eastern sides of the village, known as Khirbat Adasa and
al-Thahra, respectively. They sold stone for use in house construction, and they are noted
for having donated stone for the restoration of al-Aqsa Mosque in the wake of the 1927
earthquake.11 Ali al-Dur stone quarry, located in Waar Abu Hirmas (Abu Hirmas wilderness)
near Atarot Industrial colony is one of the most famous quarries in the area. In the 1950s, a
massive cave was discovered at the al-Dur quarries, and it became known as huwwayat
(deep cavity) Ali al-Dur. In the 1970s and 1980s, the Zionists launched geological expeditions
to explore the cave, which concluded that it is Palestine’s largest cave, with an area of 20,347
square meters and a depth of 104 meters.12

Landmarks
Al-Sultan Ibrahim al-Adham Mosque: Also referred to as Sidi Ibrahim, it is located in Beit
Hanina al-Balad or Old Beit Hanina’s village center. The mosque was likely built during the
first Islamic conquest period. Its entrance was once decorated with a sign from the Fatimid
Caliphate period indicating the mosque’s restoration. Near the mosque there is a courtyard
referred to by the people as “the Mosque’s Backyard,” where they meet for commerce and
social activities. Adjacent to the courtyard was a bus stop from which passengers could
travel to Jerusalem. There are some shops in the vicinity that once housed the village’s
cafes, barber, and butcher.

Al-Sheikh Yousef Sanctuary: Situated in the village center near a residence owned by the
Shoman family, it no longer exists, since it was buried as a result of expansion work on the
adjoining street.

Al-Sheikh Muhammad Sanctuary: It lies within the village cemetery in Beit Hanina al-Balad
(Old Beit Hanina).13

13 Abdullah Deiss, one of Beit Hanina’s teachers who are keen on its history, during a tour of Beit Hanina in March 2018.

12 Odetallah, Khaled, “Kan ya Makan: Beit Hanina,” (Once upon a Time: Beit Hanina), Bab el-Wad, October, 9, 2016,
https://bit.ly/2Rhsoyq

11 Qawasmi, Hanadi, “Beit Hanina… Nustaljia al-Madi al-Ghaeb,” (Beit Hanina… Nostalgia for an Absent Past), al-Arabi al-Jadid,
January 14, 2015, http://bit.ly/2H1aLvK

10 Ibid.
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The Oak Tree (furrara): Also named al-Sultan Ibrahim tree, it stands in Beit Hanina al-Balad
on a waqf (endowment) plot called al-Hadafah, where part of the village’s boys school lies
today. It is likely attributable to Ibrahim bin Adham, a wali of the tabi’in who lived in the 2nd
century AH and was known in Beit Hanina for his miracles and piety.14

Tal al-Ful: This hill is one of the highest in Beit Hanina at 868 meters above sea-level.15 The
peaks of Tal al-Ful overlook the entire Beit Hanina area as well as Shuafat, revealing the
extent of urban expansion within their vicinity. One can also view the adjacent villages,
nearby colonies, and, when the weather is clear, one can glimpse the edge of the Dead Sea
to the east, beyond the Jordan Valley hills. A massive concrete structure stands on the hill’s
summit. The deserted and unfinished building was to be a palace for King Hussein, which
the Jordanian monarch had intended to establish there. The construction process, however,
was interrupted by the Israeli occupation of the eastern part of Jerusalem in 1967 and the
withdrawal of Jordanian forces.

Tal al-Ful was a key stop for British forces en route to their occupation of Jerusalem. After
defeating the Ottoman army in the battles of al-Nabi Samwil in December 1917, they crossed
al-Nabi Samwil mountain eastwards towards al-Thahra mountain (today, a teachers’ housing
project and a secondary school affiliated with the Occupation Municipality rest on it). From
al-Thahra, they traversed Tal al-Ful towards Jerusalem. According to oral testimonies, some
of the Ottoman soldiers who fell while defending Jerusalem are buried in al-Thahra while
others are buried in Tal al-Ful.

W.F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research, located on Salaheddin Street, conducted
several archaeological excavations in the Tal al-Ful area during British colonial rule. They
unearthed heaps of broken pottery that date back to 800–200 BC.16

Beit Hanina is also home to some ruins (khirab colloquially) that date to the Canaanite and
Roman eras, such as Khirbat Hazour and Khirbat al-Abyar in the western part of the village.

Beit Hanina Rural Teachers Training College: Nestled among pine and cypress trees, the
college is situated near al-Daawa wa Usoul al-Din College Mosque. The history of this
college dates to the 1940s when Abdul-Hamid Shoman, a migrant to the United States and
the founder of the Arab Bank, proposed that the villagers donate portions of their lands for
establishing public utilities that would serve the village and Jerusalem as a whole. The
villagers donated 150 donums of land near Jerusalem-Nablus Road, to establish the utilities,

16 Ibid.

15 Shakir Ahmad Saif al-Din, Muhammad. Beit Hanina: The Land, the History, and the People (Beit Hanina, al-Ard, al-Tarikh, and
al-Insan) (Jerusalem: Modern Arab Press, 1993).

14 Ibid.



which were registered as a Beit Hanina Local Charitable and Educational Association
property.17

One early project was the Teachers Training College, which was completed shortly before the
Nakba. During the Nakba, the building was turned into military barracks for Jordanian forces.
The college was not inaugurated until 1953, during Jordanian rule of the West Bank. In 1951,
another building known as the Residence was constructed next to the college. It was used
as a dormitory for expatriate students.18

The college taught two specializations, business and education. Students were trained to
apply modern pedagogical methods to benefit rural communities, hence the name of the
college. Besides lecture halls, a plot was allocated for training in horticulture and poultry
farming methods. Also, the college included a primary school that served as an applied

18 Ibid.
17 See note 10.



school and welcomed students from Jordan, Palestine, and Algeria. As reported by
al-Dabbagh, “725 students graduated from the college from its establishment in the
academic year 1953–1954 until 1966–1967.”19 At present, the college building has been
transformed into a school and the Residence has become an al-Quds University facility.20

The Industrial Secondary School: established in Beit Hanina by the Arab Orphan Committee
in 1965, it sits on a 43-donum plot on a hill overlooking Ramallah and the then Jerusalem
(Qalandia) International Airport. The school includes a five-story building that was designed
as a hotel to accommodate travelers, a goal that was never realized. Instead, Mahmoud
Faroukh, a teacher at the school, notes that the schools’ students and staff utilized the fully
furnished hotel building as a place to sleep during the first and second Intifadas. In
addition, the proximity of the school to Atarot colony prompted repeated confrontations
between the students and colonists, which reached their peak during the first intifada. One
of the hotel’s floors currently operates as a space for teaching hotel management at the
school.21

21 Mahmoud Faroukh Abu Khdeir (born in 1957), a teacher and a former student in the Industrial Secondary School, in an
interview conducted on September 28, 2019.

20 Ibid.
19 Ibid.



History of Resistance
As in all Palestinian villages, the people of Beit Hanina took part in the resistance action
and general strike of the 1936–1939 Great Revolt. One notable example of this participation
was the assignment of Shukri Abdul-Haq from Beit Hanina to the position of First Deputy to
Abdul-Rahim al-Hajj Muhammad, a prominent leader of the Revolt. The villagers also
formed a faction that contributed directly to the Revolt.

In September 1938, a resistance fighter named Muhammad Fatima al-Hanini targeted an
Atarot colony security guard and a water engineer. Al-Hanini, who worked as a Beit
Hanina–Jerusalem bus driver, rammed the colonists as they rode their motorcycle through
Beit Hanina on the Jerusalem–Nablus Road, where al-Nizamiah School is located today. The
two colonists were killed as a result of the operation, and consequently, al-Hanini was
pursued by the British, according to oral testimonies. He joined the faction of Abdul-Fattah
al-Mazrawi, leader of the Ramallah area and was killed in Jaloud village in the Nablus
district during the course of the struggle.22

The Zionists failed to occupy Beit Hanina during the 1948 Nakba due to the steadfastness of
the adjacent al-Nabi Samwil resistance fighters, who defended their village against the
assaults of the Zionist militias. As a result, 30 Zionist combatants were killed, and the
militias failed to occupy Shuafat. Subsequently, the Zionist forces desisted from their assault
on the areas of northern Jerusalem.

Following the Nakba, Beit Hanina, which came under Jordanian rule, received refugees from
the neighboring village of Lifta. Some recall that a number of Old Beit Hanina (Beit Hanina
al-Balad) villagers left the village and headed east to escape the wartime circumstances. But
they soon returned to Beit Hanina once the situation had settled.

Like all the villages situated in the eastern and northern parts of Jerusalem, Beit Hanina fell
under Israeli occupation in June 1967. That same month, the Occupation authorities
announced the annexation of 70 square kilometers of the Jerusalem district to their
municipality, including most of east Beit Hanina (the area extending westward to Route 443
at Modi’in). The other areas that escaped annexation, including the village center and its
surroundings, were considered West Bank areas. Today, they are under the jurisdiction of
the Beit Hanina Local Council, established under the Palestinian Ministry of Local
Governance.

Until the second Intifada, travel between the newer Beit Hanina residential suburb and Old
Beit Hanina (al-Tahta) was easy and accessible on foot, along the road that veers west near
today’s Samara bakery. During the second Intifada, the Occupation government, under Prime

22 Odetallah, Khaled. “Mustawtanat Atarot… 100 Am min al-Siraa min Yankil ila Rami Levi” (Atarot Colony… 100 years of struggle,
from Yankel to Rami Levi). Bab el-Wad, April 14, 2019, https://bit.ly/2uSjnUX
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Minister Ariel Sharon, set out to construct the Annexation and Expansion Wall around the
West Bank. Its construction began by splitting Beit Hanina al-Tahta off from Beit Hanina
suburb, the latter being confined within the boundaries of the Occupation Municipality in
occupied Jerusalem. Beit Hanina al-Tahta is locked in by the Wall on three sides, its only
outlet being on its northern edge, open to Bir Nabala and Ramallah.

Colonization
Several colonies stand on Beit Hanina land, including Neve Yakov, which was established in
1924, having swallowed an area of 550 donums on the eastern side of the village. In east Beit
Hanina, the Occupation authorities grabbed 1,460 donums to establish Pisgat Ze’ev colony in
1982. In the north of the village lies Atarot Industrial colony, which stands on 1,400 donums
of land confiscated in 1970.23 Moreover, parts of Ramot colony, established in 1974, lie on 232
donums of land grabbed from south-western Beit Hanina.24

In addition, two colonial outposts have been established in the Beit Hanina area that lies
within the Occupation Municipality. The first is a four-story building near Sunokrot bakery
that was usurped immediately after the 1967 Naksa by the Occupation’s Custodian of
Absentee Property. The second, which lies in al-Ashqariyyah suburb, was seized in 2012.25

Colonial Roads

Several colonial roads pierce through Beit Hanina, most notably Road 20, which stretches for
2.5 kilometers. The road is known among locals as Abdul-Hamid Shoman Road, as it runs
along the well-known Mosque bearing the same name. Road 20 connects the colonies in
north-west occupied Jerusalem, like Pisgat Ze’ev, in addition to providing access for West
Bank colonists traveling through Hizma military checkpoint to the vital Begin Road, granting
them swift access to the western center of occupied Jerusalem.

Road 20 was officially inaugurated in May 2013 by the Occupation government’s Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Minister of Transportation Yisrael Katz, and Occupation
Municipality mayor Nir Barkat. The junction that bridges the western side of Road 20 with
Begin Road (number 50) is named after Netanyahu’s father, Ben-Zion Netanyahu. The
Occupation authorities invested 180 million shekels to construct the road as part of its plan
to pave colonial roads around occupied Jerusalem with the aim of facilitating the movement
of colonists to and from the city. Such plans eat into Palestinian lands and disrupt
Palestinian urban expansion and geographic contiguity.26

26 Katz, Nathaniel, “Inaugurated road "Bypasses French Hill Junction,” Arutz Sheva, May 5, 2014, הגבעהצומת"עוקףכבישנחנך
"הצרפתית

25 Bimkom, 1.1 Beit Hanina (Jerusalem: Bimkom), 1.1 Beit Hanina
24 The Applied Research Institute (ARIJ), Beit Hanina al-Balad Village Guide (Jerusalem: ARIJ, 2012), https://bit.ly/35RZnhN
23 Ibid.
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The Annexation and Expansion Wall

The Annexation and Expansion Wall runs six kilometers into Beit Hanina, along
approximately 1,640 donums of land, including agricultural land and open areas that
intersect with colonies constructed in the village.27

The Wall tore the village apart and destroyed its community life. Reaching Beit Hanina
al-Tahta, which was a stone’s throw away from the main Jerusalem–Nablus road, has today
turned into a 30 to 40-minute journey through military checkpoints then across Ramallah.
This new reality has posed severe challenges on economic life in the village, leading to the
closure of some businesses. It has also forced many residents to leave their homes, which
have become, due to their cheap rent, a destination for inward migration from Hebron and
other cities for work purposes in the Ramallah area.

On the Beit Hanina side within the Occupation Municipality, opposite the Annexation Wall,
lies the recently established Aratot Mall. The shopping center, which opened in 2019, is
owned by the Zionist entrepreneur Rami Levi. It is comprised of Israeli-owned stores as well
as some Palestinian shops and restaurants. Since the announcement of the Rami Levi Mall
project to the public, it has been advertised as “a project of economic cooperation and
peaceful coexistence between Israelis and Palestinians.”

27 The Applied Research Institute (ARIJ), Beit Hanina al-Balad Village Guide (Jerusalem: ARIJ, 2012), https://bit.ly/35RZnhN
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Contextualizing the Atarot Mall within the Zionist settler-colonial project in Palestine
highlights the security and political dimensions behind its establishment. The mall aims to
reinforce Zionist sovereignty over so-called “Unified Jerusalem” by creating economic
projects that foster “peaceful coexistence” between Palestinians and Israelis. In other words,
it is a form of subjugation and hegemony by means of assimilation.

Planning Policies

Over the last ten years, Beit Hanina has witnessed a significant construction boom following
the approval of structural plans for north Jerusalem (Beit Hanina and Shuafat), which the
Occupation authorities had drafted as early as 1980. The Municipality deliberately delayed
the implementation of the first organizational project until 2007, when it was finally
approved. The approval process stretched over a period that lasted until 2013 – 2014, leading
to unprecedented construction activity, especially on the Beit Hanina main road. In addition,
the large area of the village, even after confiscation and colonization, and the tendency of
its expatriates to sell their lands to people who are not originally from Beit Hanina have
contributed to the rapid urban expansion in the area.28

Allowing Jerusalemites to invest in and develop Beit Hanina, creating a contiguous zone of
intensive commercial activity, could only be interpreted as part of the Occupation
Authorities’ disingenuous scheme to encumber Jerusalemites and drown them in social and
financial gains, all the while maintain them under the surveillance and control of the
Occupation.

Epilogue
The systematic isolation of Beit Hanina, mainly by the Annexation Wall, explains why few
from the younger generation know Beit Hanina al-Balad, whereas the urban suburb of Beit
Hanina al-Foqa is known to all.

By the end of the first decade of the 21st century, Beit Hanina al-Foqa had become a
destination for Jerusalemites seeking recreation, cafes and restaurants. As a result, the
village has lost its rural features, developing into a place that looks more like a small city.
The construction boom, especially on the main road, combined with the Occupation
Municipality’s regulations stipulating the allocation of the first story of any building
constructed on that road for commercial use, has attracted more investors and customers.29

One of Beit Hanina’s renowned families, Abu Zahriah, has opened a large mall in the
northern part of the suburb called Baladi Mall.

29 The Occupation Municipality stipulates that the first story of any building be designated for commercial use as a
non-negotiable condition for issuing construction permits on the main road.

28 Nasser Abu al-Lil, an engineer from Jerusalem, in a phone call conducted on September 27, 2020.



While Beit Hanina experiences late-night commercial activity, the shops on the main streets
of occupied Jerusalem and the Old City close in the early evening hours. This emerging
reality indicates a shift in commercial enterprise from the city center to the peripheries and
suburbs, most notably, Shuafat and Beit Hanina.


