Al-Sheikh Jarrah
Introduction
Al-Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood is of great historical and socio-economic significance due to its
geographic location on the road leading to Nablus. Historically, it was a stop for visitors before
their entry to the Old City of Jerusalem, and its importance has been reinforced by a succession
of significant events and by its prominent architecture.

Location and Area
Al-Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood is located north of the occupied Old City. Shuafat and Ard
al-Samar (belonging to the village of Lifta) border it from the north. To its south are the
neighborhoods of Bab al-Sahirah and Saad wa Saeed. To the East is Wadi al-Joz, and west, it

borders occupied Jerusalem's western suburbs and Lifta. The area of the neighborhood totals
808 donums.1

Origin and History
Al-Sheikh Jarrah was named after one of Salah al-Din al-Ayubi's Emirs, Sheikh Husam al-Din bin
Sharaf al-Din Issa al-Jarahi. Nicknamed "al-Jarrah," he participated in the liberation of Jerusalem
from the Crusaders in 1187. Al-Zawiyah al-Jarrahiyah is located in an area near the American
Colony hotel. Sheikh Hussam al-Din endowed it and was buried there in 1201, close to where
al-Sheikh Jarrah Mosque stands today.2
Al-Sheikh Jarrah emerged as part of the development of Jerusalem neighborhoods outside the
Old City in the mid-19th century, a period that saw the departure of some Jerusalemite families
to areas beyond the city walls. They built their neighborhoods in surrounding areas due to
several factors, including some related to modernization in Jerusalem, such as the construction
of the Jerusalem-Jaffa railroad and the development of municipal services, including those
associated with some families' desire to build spacious summer homes surrounded by gardens,
far from the city's noise and congestion. Thus, several neighborhoods in Jerusalem were
established outside the wall, such as al-Musrarah, al-Qatamon, al-Thawri and others.
Sources trace the founding of al-Sheikh Jarrah to 1865. Families including al-Husseini,
al-Nashashibi, Jarallah, and Nusseibeh continue to be known as its most prominent residents.3
The majority of land west and north of the neighborhood initially belonged to the people of
Lifta, who gradually sold property to the families mentioned above.4
In the first half of the 20th century, the neighborhood was home to many consulates, especially
of Arab countries, including Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Jordan (until 1948). They remained
located there until the outbreak of the 1967 war and the Naksa.5 The role and fate of al-Sheikh
Jarrah in the two wars will be detailed later.
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Landmarks
Al-Zawiyah al-Jarrahiyah: This zawiyah (Sufi monastery), located in al-Sheikh Jarrah by Nablus
Road, is associated with Hussam al-Din ibn Sharaf al-Din Issa al-Jarrahi, one of the Emirs of
Salah al-Din al-Ayubi, who was buried there in 1201. A prayer hall, located on the southwestern
side of al-Zawiyah, was added in 1895.

Dar al-Tifel al-Arabi School: The school was established by Hind al-Husseini6 in 1948 to
accommodate 55 orphan children, displaced following the Deir Yassin massacre. It has
expanded over the years and has become one of Jerusalem's most prominent high schools.
Palestinian Heritage Museum – Dar al-Tifel al-Arabi: Located near the American Colony Hotel
and run by Dar al-Tifel al-Arabi, the museum was inaugurated in 1978 and contains exhibition
halls featuring Palestinian heritage, such as agricultural tools, spinning and sewing tools, and
traditional dress, in addition to an exhibition hall dedicated to Deir Yassin and the uprooted
villages of Palestine. Visitors can visit the museum daily except Friday and Sunday, 8:00 am –
4:00 pm.
Hind al-Husseini College of Arts: This women’s college was established in 1982 and contains
five academic departments: English Language and Literature, Arabic Language and Literature,
Social Service, History and Physical Education.7 Today, it is under the administration of al-Quds
University.
The Isaaf al-Nashashibi Mansion: Among the most prominent old houses still standing in
al-Sheikh Jarrah is the mansion of the late Jerusalem-born Palestinian writer Muhammad Isaaf
Othman al-Nashashibi (1885–1948), who was dubbed "the littérateur of the Arabic language.” His
mother was Fatima Abu Ghosh, and his father, Othman Nashashibi, was a member of the
Ottoman Chamber of Deputies.8 He died and was buried in Cairo in January 1948.
Nashashibi initially studied at Jerusalem’s kuttabs and then at Dar al-Hikma School in Beirut
for four years. He was influenced by his teachers Abdullah al-Bustani, Sheikh Mustafa
al-Ghalayini, and Muhyiddin al-Khayyat. He became attached to literature early in his youth and
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read heritage literature avidly. He was particularly fond of Badi al-Zaman al-Hamadani, so fond
in fact, that he was known among his friends as Abi al-Fadl, a nickname of the Medieval Arab
author. Al-Nashashibi was well-read and had an extensive and comprehensive library, and a
literary majlis that was uniquely delightful. All who met him learned something. He sought
knowledge for knowledge’s sake, was his own teacher, and he pushed for the revival of Arab
glory and that of Islamic heritage.9
Al-Nashashibi returned from Lebanon in 1905 and worked as a teacher of the Arabic language
at al-Salahiya School in Jerusalem before being appointed director of the Rashidiya School in
1918, ultimately becoming Inspector General of Arabic in the Public Education Department in
Palestine. He retired in 1930 and devoted himself to his books and literature.10 Al-Nashashibi
published articles in the Cairo journal al-Rissala between 1937 and 1947, under the title
"Table-Talk of a Man of Letters." Known for his intense and sincere love for the Arabic language,
he was a member of the Arabic Language Academy in Damascus. Palestinian writer and
educator Khalil Sakakini was among his best friends.
Al-Nashashibi’s mansion was built in 1922 on a 1,210 square meter plot atop a hill in al-Sheikh
Jarrah under Greek-born architect Spyro Houris’ supervision. It consists of two floors, 296
square meters each,11 and a 110 square meter basement. The structure is distinguished by the
Jerusalem ceramics that adorn its southern and eastern walls. The mansion was host to literary
forums that attracted Arab writers, poets, and artists, including Maarouf al-Rusafi from Iraq,
Ahmad Shawqi, Ahmad Hasan al-Zayyat, and Abdel-Wahhab Azzam from Egypt, among others.12
In his memoirs, Jerusalemite musician Wasif Jawhariyyeh noted that he spent nights in the
Nashashibi mansion "with a group of writers and notables, not only from Jerusalem, but also
Littérateurs and dignitaries of Arab countries," and that Nashashibi had hosted him in the
mansion with the Egyptian musician Muhammad Abdel-Wahhab on more than one occasion.13
More recently, in 1982, Hind al-Husseini, founder and Chair of the Board of Trustees of Dar
al-Tifel al-Arabi Organization at the time, bought the al-Nashashibi mansion and annexed it to
her organization.14 In 1986, the Islamic Research Center, headed by Dr. Ishaq Musa al-Husseini
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and under the administration of Dr. Hassan Al-Selwadi, was inaugurated in the building.
Al-Husseini established a library in the center that was comprised mainly of al-Nashashibi’s
personal book collection. Books were subsequently added to it from collections belonging to
several Jerusalemite personalities, including Aref al-Aref, Nasser al-Din al-Nashashibi, Fawzi
Yousef, Farid Musa Kazem Al-Husseini, Zainab Jawad al-Husseini, and Ahmed Saad al-Din
al-Alami.15 The library also contains a collection of 480 manuscripts that al-Husseini acquired
from some Jerusalemite families.16
In 1991, Dar al-Tifel al-Arabi Organization inaugurated the Higher Institute of Archaeology and
Islamic Civilization on the mansion’s ground floor. Initially directed by Dr. Yasmine Zahran, the
institute was particularly focused on Islamic antiquities in Jerusalem and offered a master's
degree in archaeology. It was annexed to al-Quds University in 1994.17
In 1999, the mansion’s activities were restructured under the name of Dar Isaaf Nashashibi for
Culture, Arts and Literature "to contribute to the revival of cultural and intellectual activity in
the city of Jerusalem."18 In 2004, an earthquake led to some damage in parts of the building,
after which the palace underwent a long restoration process until it was officially reopened in
2012. In addition to the Islamic Research Center library, cultural seminars, art exhibitions, and
various activities are organized there today.
Memorial to the casualties of the Hadassah Convoy: After visiting Nashashibi Mansion and
exiting the main gate, a Zionist memorial may come to your attention on the opposite sidewalk.
This monument takes the form of a black marble panel supported by two stone columns at
both ends, on which the names of 78 Zionists are engraved.19 The names are of those who were
killed at the site on April 13, 1948 in an attack by al-Jihad al-Muqaddas (Army of the Holy War)
forces on a Hadassah convoy, referred to in some sources as the Battle of al-Sheikh Jarrah.
The area where the battle took place fell under Israeli occupation in 1967, and so the memorial
was installed subsequent to that to commemorate the Zionists who died there. Passers-by may
contemplate the impact of that memorial and other such monuments. On the one hand, it
fulfills for its builders the function of memorializing their dead. On the other hand, it is a
reminder of the sacrifices made by Palestinians, and of their fight to the last breath in defense
of their land against Zionist attack.
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The Ambassador Hotel: Built in 1955 on the site of Dar Rashid al-Nashashibi, the Ambassador
Hotel was one of the first modern hotels established in Jerusalem.20 The hotel was owned by
the Arab Hotels Company, which continued to manage it until Sami Abu Dayya purchased it in
1993.21 One of the most prominent patrons of the hotel was the late King Hussein bin Talal of
Jordan, who was assigned a wing in the hotel. The hotel was restored during its closure in the
First Intifada (1987).
On May 15, 1968, two young members of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, Riad
Amin Jaber and Jawad Bashiti detonated an explosive-laden suitcase in the Ambassador Hotel.
In his book My Experience with the Popular Front, Abd al-Rahim Amin Jaber notes that they
chose the Ambassador Hotel because it was the enemy's front and its military headquarters in
the West Bank. He recounts: "It was 11 am when a group of ashbal (literally “lion cubs”, denoting
young resistance fighters), Riad Jaber and Jawad Bashiti, prepared to blow up the Ambassador. It
consisted of five floors, the first containing the lounge and dining hall; the ashbal were
supposed to place an explosive device between the two halls at lunchtime."22 Riyad was
carrying the package in a leather suitcase when the device detonated, killing him and wounding
Jawad. All present officers and soldiers were killed. A curfew was declared in Jerusalem, and
barriers were placed on the roads. The enemy broadcast the news on Israeli radio immediately
after the operation.23
The American Colony Hotel:24 This hotel is located south of al-Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood
mosque and west of Dar al-Tifel al-Arabi School. The five-star hotel is considered one of the
more luxurious and expensive hotels in occupied Jerusalem. The building housing the hotel was
originally a luxury home belonging to Rabah al-Husseini, which was rented at the end of the
19th century to a group of mostly American and Swedish Christian missionaries who eventually
purchased the property. They continued to work there until the 1950s when they converted it
into a hotel.
The American lawyer and Presbyterian Church elder Horatio Spafford and his wife Anna had
experienced hardship in their life, which eventually led them to consider migration and work in
Jerusalem. In 1873, the couple decided to travel with their four daughters to Europe, but Horatio
was compelled to remain in America for work. Anna set out with her daughters on the voyage,
which ended in tragedy when the ship that carried them sank. Anna survived, but all four
daughters died in the shipwreck.
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The couple tried to restore their lives and start over. In 1878, they had a daughter, and two years
later, they had a son, who would die from scarlet fever shortly after birth. In Chicago, where the
family lived, the word within their Church was that the couple’s fate was nothing but "divine
punishment," and that they must have committed some sin to invoke the ire of the Lord. Under
pressure of such gossip, Horatio and his wife left the church and were soon joined by some
friends, opting to "seek divine guidance and direction in the Holy City." Thus, in August 1881, the
Spafford family set out with 13 adults and three children for Jerusalem. In 1925, Bertha Foster
founded the Spafford Children's Health Center in memory of her mother, Anna, who had passed
away in 1923. The Spafford family still owns the hotel, and they have assigned its management
to a Swiss company.
The Mufti’s Mansion: Though he never resided in it Mufti of Jerusalem Haji Muhammad Amin
al-Husseini’s mansion was built in the late-Ottoman period. During the Nakba, the British
colonial authorities confiscated the building and converted it for military use. Its importance
lies in its view of the road leading east to the Hadassah hospital and Hebrew University
complex. It was converted into a hotel in the 1970s (the Shepherd Hotel) and was demolished
by the Occupation authorities in 2007.
In her book al-Quds wa al-bint al-shalabiya (Jerusalem and the Fair Lady), Aida al-Najjar talks
about al-Mufti’s Mansion: “This building is known as the Mufti’s Mansion despite being made
up of only one floor. It deserves this denomination because it was built from beautifully
trimmed stone and topped with stone-clad domes. The sides of the doors and windows are
distinguished by stone-carved inscriptions, showcasing Arab and Islamic art and architecture. It
is a beautiful stone villa overlooking the Old City. Hajj Amin al-Husseini's son expanded the
house to become his place of residence after it had been as a summer home during his
father's time and a meeting place for religious, literary, and national figures. Still, the mufti did
not reside in it.”25 Nationalist intellectual and friend of the Mufti, George Anthony (1891-1942),26
rented the residence, and it became a hub for writers, intellectuals, and politicians.27 Only a
small portion of the mansion’s facade remains today, surrounded by colonial housing units
since the property fell prey to a settler organization.

25

Al-Najjar, Aida. al-Quds wa al-bint al-shalabiya (Jerusalem and the Fair Lady). Al-Salwa for Research and Publishing, Amman, p.
48.
26
A writer and politician of Lebanese origin and the first historian of Arab nationalism. Among his most important books is The
Arab Awakening.
27
See "First Jawalet al-Sabbar Report: Mount Scopus.” Bab El-Wad. May 18, 2018 https://bit.ly/2LcX5RB

Al-Sheikh Jarrah is home to other institutions, including the YWCA, St. John Eye Hospital and the
adjacent Saint Joseph Hospital (the French Hospital).

History of Resistance
Given al-Sheikh Jarrah’s strategic significance geographically and militarily, the neighborhood
witnessed several events that have elevated its stature in the history of the Palestinian struggle.
What follows are some of the most prominent of these events and the contexts in which they
occurred.
During the Great Palestinian Revolt, Zionist militias used the Hebrew University and Hadassah
Hospital buildings on the summit of Mount Scopus for military purposes, including explosives
manufacture and weapons storage, and for launching assaults on Palestinian villages and

neighborhoods. Palestinian resistance fighters attempted on several occasions to disrupt this
military activity by attacking the enemy's primary transports as they passed through al-Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood.28
Palestinian resistance fighter Bahjat Abu Gharbieh recalls the most notable of these operations
in his memoirs, carried out by two young revolutionaries, namely Subhi Abu Gharbieh and
Daoud al-Alami, under the supervision of Abdul-Qadir Idkeidek. Hebrew University guards had
used a dirt road through al-Sheikh Jarrah to access Jewish neighborhoods. Upon their arrival at
the northeastern corner of Karm al-Mufti, the resistance fighters ambushed them, shooting
them dead and seizing their weapons.29
Al-Sheikh Jarrah and the Nakba
As part of a general plan to defend the country against the establishment of the Jewish state as
stipulated in the Partition Plan, and against the expected Zionist expansion, arrangements were
made in 1947 to designate military leadership in all Palestinian citiy neighborhood, especially
those facing high risk. Sharing al-Sheik Jarrah neighborhood's leadership were the resistance
fighters Bahjat Abu Gharbieh and Mahmoud Jamil al-Husseini.30
Militarily speaking, al-Sheikh Jarrah is of great strategic importance. It borders the northern
edge of the Old City of Jerusalem and lies on the vital Jerusalem-Nablus Road. It also forms a
major barrier between the main Zionist locations in the western neighborhoods, especially the
Mea Shearim colony (established in 1874), and their Mount Scopus stronghold at the Hebrew
University and Hadassah Hospital complex.
Despite this importance, efforts to create a unified front that included al-Sheik Jarrah’s
leadership and those of the north of the Old City were unsuccessful. This was due to the
succession of individuals who took over the neighborhood's leadership after the martyrdom of
its first leader Mahmoud Jamil al-Husseini, namely Kamal Jamil al-Husseini, Adel Abdul-Latif,
and Musa Mwaswas. Moreover, most of the neighborhood's residents were wealthy and had left,
so that by March 1948, none of the neighborhood families remained, except for Judge Nihad
Jarallah, who considered his steadfastness to be vital to that of the neighborhood itself.31
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During the 1948 Nakba, resistance fighter Idris al-Bakri,32 a secret member of the Freedom
Organization, led many operations to intercept, blow up and burn Jewish-owned cars in
al-Sheikh Jarrah.
The Zionists focused their operations on launching nightly assaults on al-Sheikh Jarrah. In
preparation for occupying the neighborhood, they blasted Palestinian homes with explosives,
leading to the displacement of residents. The aim was to isolate Jerusalem from Ramallah and
Nablus in the north and to encircle the Palestinian areas north of the Old City walls from the
southern and western sides.
Three notable incidents involving al-Sheikh Jarrah:
The first incident took place on February 12, 1948, when a Zionist Haganah unit attempted to
intercept and seize Palestinian-owned trucks loaded with flour as they passed through
al-Sheikh Jarrah on their way from Haifa to Bethlehem. The Zionists were met with resistance by
al-Jihad al-Muqaddas fighters, who targeted their armored vehicles with gunfire and hand
grenades. One vehicle was destroyed, killing all eight of its occupants, and the rest of the
armored vehicles retreated to the neighboring colony of Mea Shearim.33
The second incident took place on April 13, 194834 and involved an attack on the weekly
Hadassah convoy consisting of seven armored buses and two military armored vehicles, which
carried supplies, weapons, doctors, and Zionist Haganah combatants from the western part of
Jerusalem eastward towards Hadassah hospital near the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus. A
group of Palestinian resistance fighters from al-Jihad al-Muqaddas’ demolitions unit attacked
the convoy near the Nashashibi mansion, killing 78.
The battle unfolded after news of the convoy's movement leaked from a British military
headquarters located in al-Sheikh Jarrah to the commander of the Wadi al-Joz neighborhood,
Muhammad Adel al-Najjar. Mines were planted in the convoy's path, and the resistance fighters
lay in wait at intersections and in houses near the road. Upon the convoy’s arrival at the
ambush site, the mines were set off under the leading armored vehicles, which exploded and
burned. Five buses managed to retreat, and the remaining two buses were trapped. The battle
took place between the Palestinian resistance fighters and the Zionists riding the armored
vehicles, the latter supported by heavy fire from the east and west. The battle ended when the
British army intervened to rescue the Zionists. A sizeable British military force clashed with the
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Palestinian fighters and inflicted many losses in their ranks, forcing them to cease fire and
retreat. 12 Palestinian fighters fell in that battle, most of them shot by the British.
The Hadassah Convoy battle was contributing factor to halting the Zionist advance towards the
eastern part of Jerusalem during the 1948 war, as it had preempted a Zionist plan to attack the
main roads in those areas. The battle also contributed to deterring the Zionist sniping
operations which had been carried out from the Hebrew University area towards the
neighborhoods of Wadi al-Joz, Bab al-Sahirah and the surrounding areas. Moreover, the event
raised Palestinian morale, especially as it took place only five days after their defeat at the
decisive Battle of al-Qastal on the outskirts of western Jerusalem, which saw the martyrdom of
commander Abdul Qadir al-Husseini (April 8, 1948), and four days after the infamous Deir
Yassin massacre (April 9, 1948).35
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Al-Sheikh Jarrah’s third and culminating experience in the 1948 Nakba involved a final push by
the Zionists to occupy the neighborhood along with the rest of eastern Jerusalem as part of
operation Yevusi, launched and carried out by the Zionist militias between April 21 and May 15,
1948. Their aim was to occupy positions of the British army, which was set to withdraw on May
15, 1948, in addition to other areas of Jerusalem whose takeover would be key to controlling
neighboring areas and colonies.
At midnight on April 25, 1948, Palmach forces managed to infiltrate the neighborhood from Mea
Shearim colony in the west and Hadassah and the Hebrew University in the east. However, led
by Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, Palestinian resistance prevented the attackers from amassing in the
neighborhood, except in one building, the residence of Ragheb Bek Nashashibi, still under
construction then.36
The occupation of the neighborhood did not last long. Due to the neighborhood’s strategic
significance to the British, as it lay in the path of their imminent May 15 withdrawal, they soon
intervened and demanded that both sides cease fire and withdraw from the neighborhood.
After clashing with the British forces, the Palestinians withdrew, and so did the Zionists soon
after. Having previously controlled merely one location, the Mufti’s Mansion, the British now had
control of the neighborhood in its entirety.37
Between May 14 and 19, 1948, “Jerusalem’s red days”, as they came to be known, the city and its
suburbs witnessed fierce battles that lit up the night sky; blood flowed and stained the streets,
squares and city walls, and many martyrs fell. On one of those red days, May 15, al-Sheikh
Jarrah fell, and the Zionists succeeded in linking up with the Hadassah hospital and Hebrew
University complex and blocking Jerusalem’s access to its northern road.38 Wadi al-Joz
resistance fighter Mustafa al-Kurd, who had only recently escaped from British imprisonment at
al-Maskoubiya, was killed in defense of al-Sheikh Jarrah.
On May 19, four days after the fall of al-Sheikh Jarrah, Jordanian Arab Legion artillery advanced
on the Zionist-held positions in the neighborhood from the north, supported by al-Jihad
al-Muqaddas fighters from the south. The Zionists buckled under the attack and withdrew to
the neighboring Sanhedria and Beit Yisrael colonies.39 Al-Sheikh Jarrah would remain under
Jordanian control until its occupation in 1967.
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Sheikh Jarrah and the Naksa:40
From the first day of the 1967 war, battles raged in several locations in Jerusalem, including the
Jordanian fortifications on Tal al-Medwara or al-Sheikh Jarrah hill, which the Zionists dubbed
“Ammunition Hill” due to the large number of missiles, shells, bombs, and bullets they rained
down on it during the war.
The Zionist plan was to invade and occupy Jerusalem through Mandelbaum Gate, which
separated the nascent Zionist state from the West Bank territory under Jordanian rule. However,
the Jordanian army's strong defenses compelled the Israelis to alter their plans, pushing
instead towards the al-Sheikh Jarrah area, in the hopes of reaching Mount Scopus to the east.
Faced with these Jordanian defenses, the Zionist occupation army headed towards the north of
al-Sheikh Jarrah and launched a fierce bombardment of the Jordanian police station and other
locations. Concurrently, and following the Zionist air force’s success in Egypt, orders were
directed to the Paratroopers Brigade in the Zionist occupation army to shift its operation from
al-Arish in Egypt to Jerusalem.
On the morning of Monday, June 5, 1967, Mansour Kreishan, commander of the Second Hussein
Battalion (an infantry battalion armed with light weaponry, medium machine guns and light
artillery) ordered the destruction of the sources of Zionist fire. The battalion opened fire along
its front and silenced most enemy fire. Heavy Jordanian artillery bombardment followed,
targeting Zionist troop concentrations and vehicles. Zionist artillery and warplanes responded,
focusing their fire on the al-Medwara hill.
At noon on June 5, 1967, the Zionists moved the Paratroopers Brigade that had been stationed
in Sanhedria colony west of Sheikh Jarrah, in preparation for the main attack on Jerusalem.
Clashes continued along the frontline, with artillery and machine gun fire supported by
airstrikes. The Zionists amassed their troops consisting of two infantry companies and a tank
company opposite al-Sheikh Jarrah police station.
The first and second companies of the al-Hussein Brigade were stationed north and west of
al-Medwara hill while a third was stationed at al-Sheikh Jarrah police station. By dawn on June
6, 1967, the 66th battalion of the Zionist Paratroopers Brigade,41 which had landed in al-Sheikh
Jarrah Stadium, supported by the armored corps and the mobile searchlights that flooded the
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Jordanian positions and impaired their vision, managed to penetrate the Jordanian lines. A
fierce battle ensued in which the Jordanian army put up valiant resistance.
Meanwhile, a Zionist force of three battalions advanced. One attacked al-Sheikh Jarrah police
station as the second moved through the neighborhood, followed by a third battalion at the
rear. The Zionist attack focused on the Jordanian military defenses from the east towards
Sheikh Jarrah stadium (the current stadium) and from the west towards al-Medwara hill. A
company from the 66th battalion of the Zionist Paratroopers Brigade advanced towards the
Ambassador Hotel and French Hospital and occupied both locations. The Zionists began
preparing to advance towards Mount Scopus.
The resistance, fortified in al-Medwara hill's trenches, managed to repel the leading Zionist
attack several times, and as the battle intensified, the Zionist company lost most of its leaders,
with low-rank soldiers assuming leadership. The Zionists resorted to a ruse, raising Arab flags
over their tanks and thus managing to infiltrate the fortified encampment on Al-Medwara hill
from the rear. Fierce fighting with the Jordanian company positioned there ensued.
The Jordanian army resisted the Zionist tanks that had entered the camp, making sacrifices that
have been etched in history. They launched a counterattack and targeted the Zionist tanks with
Energa anti-tank grenades. The battle turned into hand-to-hand combat between the Jordanian
soldiers and the Zionists, with the use of cold weapons and hand grenades. The intensification
of the battle inflicted heavy losses on the Zionist side, and a new battalion, supported by tanks,
was sent to the battlefield in al-Sheikh Jarrah.
The developments on the ground, which unfolded in the Zionists’ favor, the numerical and
qualitative superiority, the depletion of Jordanian ammunition (one soldier recalls that when
their ammunition depleted, Jordanian soldiers resisted the Zionists with stones and
hand-to-hand combat), in addition to the disruption of supply lines, all culminated in the
destruction of the Jordanian defense line. Having faced and resisted an entire Zionist brigade
backed by an air force and heavy armor, the 100-soldier Jordanian company was annihilated.
The Zionists communicated the fall of al-Sheikh Jarrah to their base at the Hebrew University
and Hadassah Hospital in the east and advanced from Wadi Al-Joz towards the Old City to
prepare for its occupation.
The Zionists have since set up a museum at the site of that battle as part of an effort to
memorialize Zionist military legacy. The museum is affiliated with the Heritage and Museums
Unit at the Israeli Ministry of Defense’s Families and Remembrance department. The museum
presents the battle to visitors as a frozen moment in time. As a colonial device, Zionist

museums contribute to shaping a settler-warrior identity and constructing a living memory for
colonists in Palestine. Memorialization is a significant tool employed to rouse Zionist memory
and instill in it a permanent devotion to "blood and sweat," invoking the sacrifices upon which
the "state" was established.

Colonization
Since 1972, settler organization activity has been directed towards creating a colonial presence
in al-Sheikh Jarrah, to form a colonial cordon that surrounds the Old City from the north and
severs the contiguity of Palestinian neighborhoods.
These organizations focus on seeking out properties in the neighborhood, which they claim
were “owned or rented” by Jewish families before 1948. They then file lawsuits in Israeli courts
demanding the expulsion of Palestinians from their homes, under the pretext that they are
built on land that was supposedly inhabited or owned by Jews prior to their departure from the
eastern part of Jerusalem in 1948. One prominent case today has resulted in the threat of
expulsion that looms over 28 Palestinian families living in Karm al-Jaouni in al-Sheikh Jarrah.
These families' stories and the threat of their eviction dates back to Jordanian rule in Jerusalem
(1949–1967). In accordance with an agreement concluded between the Jordanian government
and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) in 1956, 28
Palestinian families that had been displaced after the 1948 Nakba were relocated to new homes
in al-Sheikh Jarrah. UNRWA built these homes on land allocated by the Jordanian Ministry of
Construction and Development for this purpose.
According to the terms of the agreement, these families were granted the right to live in these
houses in exchange for relinquishing their share of the provisions provided to them as refugees
by UNRWA. However, this did not include relinquishing UNRWA’s educational or health services,
much less the refugees’ right to return to the homes from which they had been exiled in 1948.
According to the agreement, the Jordanian government was to hand over homeownership
deeds to these Palestinian families after three years, but it did not.
Following Jerusalem's occupation in 1967, Jewish entities approached the Israeli Land Registry
and presented an Ottoman document of dubious validity, claiming it was evidence of their land
ownership in Karm al-Jaouni. Thus, since about 1975, settler organizations began to file lawsuits
against the Palestinian families living there, demanding that they vacate their homes and
claiming that the land on which their houses were built belonged to Jewish associations that
had purchased it in the mid-19th century. The case is still being deliberated in Israeli courts.

Most of these efforts are part of a large-scale plan by the Nahalat Shimon settler organization
and the efforts of prominent colonists like Aryeh King, a member of the Municipal Council of
the Occupation Municipality, to empty al-Sheikh Jarrah of its Palestinian residents and to build
a Zionist colony consisting of 200 housing units. This plan serves to infiltrate occupied
Jerusalem’s Palestinian neighborhoods and sever their geographic contiguity. It also contributes
to the formation of a Jewish settler-colonial ring around the Old City.42
In addition to threatening families with displacement, the settler organizations succeeded in
seizing the Shepherd Hotel, located on the neighborhood's northeastern side on the road to
Mount Scopus. Constructed in 1930, it was the property of the Mufti of Jerusalem, Hajj Amin
al-Husseini (1895–1974).
Without any transparency, the Occupation authorities seized the hotel and sold it to Irving
Moskowitz, an American Jewish millionaire known for funding Zionist colonial projects. In 2011,
bulldozers demolished all but a small part of the hotel, claiming it was a historic building. In
2018, they completed construction of a large colonial complex on the property, bordering
al-Sheikh Jarrah from the north-east. As of September 2020, the process of housing settlers in
this new colony has not yet taken place. The al-Husseini family is still pushing to prove their
ownership of the land and the illegitimacy of any sale contracts to the benefit of settlers
submitted in cases filed before the Israeli courts.
There are other colonial landmarks in the neighborhood, most notably the central
headquarters of the Occupation police, located east of Highway 1. The building occupied by the
headquarters was built during Jordanian rule to be a hospital, but the occupation of Jerusalem
in 1967 prevented its inauguration. The Occupation authorities seized control of the building
and converted it into its police headquarters. Subsequently, the Occupation authorities built
other government buildings nearby, which today form al-Sheik Jarrah’s northeastern boundary.
South of the police headquarters and next to the French Hospital, another settler-colonial
landmark was completed in 2017 at the behest of the Amanah settler organization.43

Epilogue
There is a stark contradiction in al-Sheikh Jarrah. Its northern area is home to luxury buildings
owned by Jerusalemite families and mostly rented out to European consulates. They are
guarded by security personnel and surveillance cameras and surrounded with restaurants. In
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contrast, further south, you will encounter the modest houses of refugees who are now
threatened with eviction in favor of Israeli colonial organizations.44
The Ambassador Hotel stands on the neighborhood's northernmost edge. A few meters away is
the consulate area, where to your left and right, you will see Jerusalemite family homes, which
today house the Turkish, French, Italian, Belgian and Dutch consulates, and not too far from
there, the British consulate.
In recent years, two new buildings were built near the Ambassador Hotel. The first is the
headquarters of the International Quartet (United States, Russia, European Union and United
Nations), which aims, according to its own charter, to support peace negotiations in the Middle
East, and to support the Palestinian economy and institutions. The second is a residence for
consulate employees. Opposite these two structures, is a third building, once home to the
Mount Scopus Hotel. Today, some of its floors are used by the International Committee of the
Red Cross offices.
This concentrated presence of international community institutions, consulates and their
annexes has created an alternate reality in al-Sheikh Jarrah, one that exists in stark contrast
with the steadfastness and true pain that exist on the slopes of the hill, where socioeconomic
woes prevail, as do agonizing political challenges.
The less fortunate southern part of al-Sheikh Jarrah is divided into two small quarters on either
side of Nablus Road, which runs north from Bab al-Amud (Damascus Gate). On its western side
lies the Kubbaniyat Um Haroun, and on its eastern side is Karm al-Jaouni. Living on either side
are families of 1948 refugees, who even today, are threatened with eviction in favor of settler
organizations and their colonialist schemes.
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