
Education
Since 1967, Israeli education policies within municipal Jerusalem have been designed to rewrite
Palestinian history and undermine Palestinian identity. These policies include imposing the
Israeli curriculum and limiting the allocation of funds to Israeli-controlled schools, as well as
interfering with private school policies. The education sector in the eastern side of occupied
Jerusalem has been fragmented, and is characterized by multiple providers with little
coordination and wide discrepancies in terms of the quality of education they provide.

Challenges in the Education System
Controlling the Narrative

Immediately after the annexation of the eastern side of Jerusalem in 1967, the occupation
authorities took over the public school system, which was under the authority of the Jordanian
ministry of education prior to the war, and imposed the Israeli curriculum on public schools in
the city. Palestinian resistance to the new move came immediately. The head of the Jerusalem
Education Bureau (under the Jordanian authority), Husni al-Ashhab, together with other
Jerusalem educators, formed the Secret Jerusalem Education Committee, whose goal was to
resist the Zionization of the education system in Jerusalem. Al-Maqasid Charity Organization



and other Palestinian organizations in Jerusalem worked with the committee to open private
schools in Jerusalem to replace the Israeli-controlled public schools. Students found refuge at
these schools and boycotted the Israeli-controlled public ones. In addition, many students left
the Jerusalem schools and joined others outside the municipal boundaries, where the
Jordanian curriculum was still being taught.1 As a result, “alternative schools” were crowded
with students, while the public ones stood almost empty. For example, Al-Rashidiyah School,
the biggest high school in Jerusalem at that time, had only 11 students and a staff of 33
teachers.2 This situation continued until 1974, when -- due to the committed strong boycott --
the occupation authorities were finally forced to allow the Jordanian curriculum back in
Jerusalem’s public schools.3 In 1994, with the establishment of the Palestinian Authority
following the Oslo Accords, the Palestinian curriculum was introduced in the Palestinian
schools and gradually replaced the Jordanian curriculum.

The occupation authorities, however, did not put the curriculum issue to rest, and continued to
look for ways to impose the Israeli curriculum on Palestinian schools in the city. One way was to
condition funding on the use of the Israeli curriculum. Public schools face difficulties securing
funds from the occupation authorities, whose systematic policy of de-Palestinization of
Jerusalem’s education sector is a violation of international human rights law. Even the smallest
amount of funds needed to secure basic daily needs at schools are used to apply pressure on
them to adopt the Israeli curriculum. The increasing imposition of an Israeli curriculum on
public schools has serious political, legal and social ramifications. This policy is just one among
many that attempt to erase Palestinian history and presence.

In the face of the firm Palestinian rejection of the Israeli curriculum, the occupation authorities
began in 20104 to censor Palestinian curriculum books used by public Palestinian schools in
Jerusalem. These books are published by the Palestinian ministry of education and sent to
Jerusalem. The occupation authorities take the books, censor content they do not want
students to learn, and then re-print and re-distribute them to the schools. Usually, the content
erased is defined as “incitement” against “Israel,” and includes materials like photos of the
Palestinian flag, the Dome of the Rock, or the history of the Palestinian intifadas.5

In 2017, the occupation authorities declared a five-year-plan for the eastern side of Jerusalem: 2
billion shekels ($550 million) over five years, of which 450 million Shekels would go to
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education.6 According to the plan, the budget would be divided into four areas and half of it
would be invested in extracurricular programs. It is partially aimed at encouraging the teaching
of Hebrew in Palestinian schools, as well as encouraging schools to move to the Israeli
curriculum. The program is geared towards public schools only, and one of its main objectives
is to push students to move from private to public schools. Despite the fact the Israeli
occupation authorities marketed the program as an “investment” in the Palestinian schools in
Jerusalem, it is clearly aimed at Zionizing the narrative taught in these schools.

The Structure of the School System
Palestinian children in Jerusalem attend schools within five different systems: Israeli official
(public) schools, private schools, UNRWA schools and Islamic Waqf (endowment) schools.7 The
five systems differ in terms of their supersional authorities, sources of funding and curriculums.
In light of the fact that the occupation authorities are using budgets as a tool to pressure
schools to adopt the Israeli curriculum, the larger a school’s dependence is on occupation
authorities for funding, the higher the risk that it will allow Israeli interference in its policies.

The first type, Israeli public schools in eastern Jerusalem, were public schools funded by and
under the authority of the Jordanian ministry of education prior to 1967. After the Israeli
occupied the rest of Jerusalem, control of these schools fell to the Israeli ministry of education.
These schools are run by the Jerusalem occupation municipality, run with state funds and teach
the Israeli curriculum. 42.8% of the Palestinian children in Jerusalem attend this type of school.8

The second type, sub-contractor schools, are recognized-but-unofficial schools, subsidized by
the Israeli ministry of education. They teach the Israeli curriculum. 10% of Palestinian children
in Jerusalem attend this type of school.9

The third type, private schools, are privately owned and run by entities such as churches or
for-profit institutions. Some private schools receive some funding from the occupation
authorities. 31.4% of the Palestinian children in Jerusalem attend this type of school.10

The fourth and fifth types, Islamic Waqf and UNRWA schools, are funded and run by these
entities and teach the Palestinian curriculum. As of early 2019, the future of UNRWA schools --
especially in Jerusalem -- was uncertain. The mayor of the occupation municipality in
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Jerusalem, Nir Barkat, has expressed his intention to take control of UNRWA schools.11 15.8% of
the Palestinian children in Jerusalem attend these schools12.

The fragmentation of the education system for Palestinians in Jerusalem serves Israeli plans to
control schools in the city, as it makes it harder for these schools to be united in their
resistance to the imposition of the Israeli curriculum or their intentional neglect.

Higher Education
The construction of The Wall left Palestinian universities around the West Bank, including the
sole university in Jerusalem itself (see below), almost inaccessible to Palestinian students from
Jerusalem. Due to The Wall and military checkpoints, the once short trip to universities in
nearby cities became long and arduous journeys. This has led to a decline in the number of
students who enroll at these universities, and a rise in the number of those joining Israeli
higher education institutions in the city, especially the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. For
example, 147 Jerusalemites enrolled at the Hebrew University in the academic year of 2016-2017,
whereas only 57 did so in 2009-2010 -- a 158% increase.13.

While the decision to join Israeli universities and colleges was in the past a personal pragmatic
decision for Palestinians in Jerusalem, it has become an Israeli-guided policy. Recent years have
witnessed a change in the occupation authorities’ approach. In the school year 2017-18, the
Hebrew University started to officially recognize the Palestinian high school diploma -- the
tawjihi -- making it much easier for Palestinian students to be admitted to the university. Other
incentives include the allocation of more scholarships for Palestinian Jerusalemite students
from the Israeli Council for Higher Education, the opening of a new campus of the Israeli Open
University in the eastern side of Jerusalem in 2014 and more.14

Al-Quds University

Inaugurated in 1995, Al-Quds University employs some 1,300 staff who provide educational
services for 13,000 students up to the MA level.15 Al-Quds University has two principal
campuses, a larger one in Abu Dis at the edge of Jerusalem, and a smaller “city” campus inside
the Old City and its environs.16 Due to The Wall, the university’s two campuses have been
separated from one another. The university’s main campus in Abu Dis is within the Jerusalem
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governorate but on the other side of The Wall and, therefore, hard to reach for students living
in the center.

Students at Al-Quds University, like many other Palestinian students, face regular raids by the
Israeli military. In the last few years, the university has noted a marked increase in pressure
from occupation authorities, both on the political/legal front as well as military. In 2013 alone,
1,769 students and staff were wounded by the Israeli army in 26 separate attacks on the
university campus in Abu Dis.17

Unlike Israeli universities, Al-Quds does not fall under the auspices of Israel’s Council for
Higher Education, and it operates as a foreign university. However, it does not receive Israeli
recognition as a foreign university the way universities in the West Bank do, because of its
location in Jerusalem, which Israel considers its capital and its sovereign territory.18 As a result,
many of the university’s graduates and who live inside the Jerusalem municipal boundaries,
cannot work in their city where the Israeli law is applied because their degrees are not
recognized.

The reality of the education system in Jerusalem reflects Israel’s goals to control Palestinian
schools and to keep Palestinian students uneducated, poor and vulnerable.
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