
Wadi Al-Joz
Introduction
Wadi al-Joz (Walnut Valley) is a steep one-kilometer-long valley. It is sometimes referred to
as al-Wadi al-Sharqi (Eastern Valley), as it originates in eastern Jerusalem and continues
south, ending at Wadi Qadrun, which leads to the Dead Sea. Wadi al-Joz is situated between
the occupied city of Jerusalem and Jabal al-Masharef (Mount Scopus).1

Palestinian researcher Bashir Barakat indicates that the valley has been known as Wadi al-
Joz since the beginning of Ottoman rule, with evidence that it had been planted with walnut
trees during that period. However, Wadi al-Joz witnessed a decline in the number of walnut
trees as of the second half of the 17th century and a rise in the number of vineyards, as well
as fig, olive, apricot, and almond trees.2

Wadi al-Joz neighborhood was established in the late-19th century, as were all residential
neighborhoods built outside the walls of Jerusalem, including al-Sheikh Jarrah. With the
arrival of road pavement, high-rise construction and the subsequent establishment of an

2 Bashir Abdulghani Barakat, Studies in the History of Bayt al-Maqdess (Islamicate Jerusalem) (Dirasat fi Tarikh Bayt
al-Maqdess), (Beirut: Dar al-Bashaer for Publishing, 2014), 98–99.
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industrial zone over large parts of the valley, most of the trees in the area have been
decimated, save for those in private gardens.3

Most Wadi al-Joz land belongs to the Jerusalemite village of Lifta (uprooted in 1948). Salah
al-Din al-Ayubi supported al-Salahiya school with a waqf (endowment) that included some
of the land in the valley.4

Location and Area
The name Wadi al-Joz has mostly referred to the area situated between Karm al-Mufti
(al-Mufti’s Vineyard) south of al-Sheikh Jarrah, and al-Qaa to the east.5 It is located north of
the Old City of occupied Jerusalem and is among the most adjacent neighborhoods to it.
Wadi al-Joz borders al-Tur and al-Sowanah neighborhoods to the east, Bab al-Sahirah
(Herod’s Gate) to the west, and al-Sheikh Jarrah and Jabal al-Masharef to the north.

According to the Occupation Municipality’s administrative zoning in Jerusalem, Wadi al-Joz
covers 1,149 donums of land, including areas that were not originally associated with it, such
as al-Musrarah north of the Old City.6 The Municipality also suggests that the neighborhood
is inhabited by 17,000 Palestinians.

Origin and History
Most of the lands of Wadi al-Joz were allocated for agricultural production and owned by
affluent Jerusalemite families who hired farmers from neighboring villages such as Hizma,
Anata, and al-Issawiyah to work the land.7 Barakat maintains that al-Khatib was among the
first families who reclaimed and cultivated land endowed by Bader al-Din bin Mohammad
bin al-Kanani, one of the family's ancestors.8 The limited construction expansion that began
in the late-19th century resulted in the building of a few residences in the area, most
notably those of the Badrieh and Shahwan families.9

Construction in the area expanded with the outbreak of World War I, and Jerusalemite
families, including al-Hidmi, al-Dweik, al-Dajani, al-Sharfah, Abu Ghazaleh, Kamal, and
Quteineh built new houses. Some of these families still reside in the neighborhood today.10

10 Ibid.

9 The Establishment of Muslim Neighborhoods in Jerusalem Outside the Old City During the Late Ottoman 1980, KARK &
LANDMAN, January 1980,https://bit.ly/2GxMKio.

8 Bashir Abdulghani Barakat, Studies in the History of Bayt al-Maqdess (Islamicate Jerusalem) (Dirasat fi Tarikh Bayt
al-Maqdess), (Beirut: Dar al-Bashaer for Publishing, 2014), 97.

7 Dalia Habash, “Wadi al-Joz: In Focus,”  the Jerusalem Quarterly, issue 1, 1998, p:43. https://bit.ly/2YrC1Qt
6 Bimkom, “Survey of Palestinian Neighborhoods in East Jerusalem,” 2014, Wadi al-Joz. https://bit.ly/2OrrWiX
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4 Bashir Abdulghani Barakat, Studies in the History of Bayt al-Maqdess (Islamicate Jerusalem) (Dirasat fi Tarikh Bayt
al-Maqdess), (Beirut: Dar al-Bashaer for Publishing, 2014), 97.
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Until the mid-20th century, Wadi al-Joz had been considered a small neighborhood
compared to others outside the walls of the Old City. An aerial map captured in 1918 shows
that the neighborhood only consisted of 16 housing units at the time.11

Some scholars note that the area was sparsely urbanized before the early-20th century. In
Wadi al-Joz’s al-Qaa area, the Nazir’s Mansion (Nazir being an Ottoman administrative
position meaning “waqf/endowment inspector”), is ranked as the second oldest mansion
constructed outside the walls of the Old City, the oldest being the Sheikh Mohammad Khalili
Mansion, built in 1711 northeast of Bab al-Sahira, where the Rockefeller Archaeological
Museum is located today.12

Some date the construction of the Nazir’s Mansion to the 18th century. It was built on a plot
of land formerly endowed by Ali Agha, inspector and administrator of the Dome of the Rock
waqf. After the mansion’s owner passed away, it fell at the disposal of the General Awqaf
Department, which signed a 99-year agreement to lease al-Qaa (where al-Nazir’s Mansion is
located) to the Hidmi family. They used the land for cultivation and livestock grazing, and

12 Bashir Abdulghani Barakat, Studies in the History of Bayt al-Maqdess (Islamicate Jerusalem) (Dirasat fi Tarikh Bayt
al-Maqdess), (Beirut: Dar al-Bashaer for Publishing, 2014), 100 - 103.
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the mansion itself as a barn to keep sheep and cattle.13 The palace was heavily damaged by
the earthquake that struck Palestine in the early-20th century, and in the 1990s, it was
completely demolished to make way for a Palestinian housing project in the area.14

Wadi al-Joz took its present shape in the years between the 1948 Nakba and the 1967 Naksa.
Its proximity to the Old City and its relatively sparse urban makeup appealed to refugees
from occupied Jerusalem’s western neighborhoods, uprooted in 1948.15 During Jordanian rule
in the 1950s, a new road, named after the neighborhood, was constructed in the center of
Wadi al-Joz. New businesses and residences were established on either side of the road, an
area that had previously been used to cultivate wheat. In the 1960s, the pavement of this
road led to the formation of an industrial zone that consisted of small workshops and car
repair garages, which ultimately expanded and still operate to this day.16

The neighborhood witnessed continuous construction during Jordanian rule and following
the occupation of the eastern part of Jerusalem in 1967, which transformed Wadi al-Joz into
a congested area with a diverse social tapestry.

Landmarks
Abdeen Mosque (Wadi al-Joz Mosque): In 1936, Haj Abdul-Muhsen Abdeen donated a plot of
land for the construction of this mosque. It is situated in the center of the neighborhood,
half a kilometer away from the Old City walls. This led to some urban expansion in its
vicinity.17 In the early 21st century, the mosque’s minaret was renovated and built taller, and
the building itself was expanded in 2003.18

The Hesbah:19 Built in the 1960s, the market continued selling produce until 1983. The
Occupation authorities set their sights on the market, restricting its operation and denying
the entry of produce into occupied Jerusalem. Although economic activity in the market was
restored in 1987, the number of produce stalls has declined, and the Hesbah has become a
marketplace for sweets and groceries.20

The Industrial Zone: It was established in Wadi al-Joz in 1967 when Ruhi al-Khatib, mayor of
Jerusalem from 1957 to 1967, relocated the zone from Nablus Street in order to expand the

20 Mustafa Hamoudah, one of the produce market vendors, in an interview conducted by altaybeh.net and screened on April 5,
2017.

19 Hesbah: a large open space or produce market.

18 al-Ghad Channel, reportage about Abdeen Mosque, broadcast as part of “Jerusalem: A Jerusalemite Site” program on August
1, 2017, https://bit.ly/2JZKr9E.

17 Bashir Abdulghani Barakat, Studies in the History of Bayt al-Maqdess (Islamicate Jerusalem) (Dirasat fi Tarikh Bayt
al-Maqdess), (Beirut: Dar al-Bashaer for Publishing, 2014), 104.

16 Mustafa Abu Zahra, Chairman of the Cemeteries Committee in the Islamic Awqaf, in a phone interview conducted on
November 12, 2018. Abu Zahra has lived in Wadi al-Joz with his family since 1942.

15 Dalia Habash, Wadi al-Joz: In Focus, the Jerusalem Quarterly, issue 1, 1998, p:43. https://bit.ly/2YrC1Qt

14 Majdi Muhye al-Din al-Hidmi, a researcher interested in the history of Jerusalem, in a phone interview conducted in
November 2018.
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central bus station there.21 It is the only industrial zone located among the Palestinian towns
and neighborhoods within the Occupation Municipality in occupied Jerusalem. The zone is
marked by the many car repair garages, hardware stores and wholesale markets.

The Union of Charitable Societies - Jerusalem: Established in 1958, it was the first
Palestinian union for development and charitable associations. The union provides services
for the Palestinian population living in occupied Jerusalem and for associations and
organizations under its umbrella. It contributes to alleviating the burdens on Palestinian
families in Jerusalem through a system of educational, health, and rehabilitation services
that foster Jerusalemites’ steadfastness in the face of all Zionist attempts to displace them
through the implementation of restrictive policies and detainment.22

The Occupation’s Ministry of Interior, where Jerusalemites are humiliated during official
interactions related to the Israeli IDs they hold, also lies within the Wadi al-Joz area.

History of Resistance
Situated between Jabal al-Masharef and the heart of occupied Jerusalem, Wadi al-Joz’s
geographic location and proximity to the Old City have contributed to its rich history of
resistance against colonialism.

The Targeting and Killing of British Police Assistant Superintendent during the Palestinian
Great Revolt23

In the 1930s, there was a well-known British Police officer in Jerusalem named Alan Sigrist.
Palestinian resistance fighter Bahjat Abu Gharbieh described Sigrist in his memoirs as “a
filthy colonialist and a mean thug who wanted to terrorize and humiliate Jerusalemite
youth.” Sigrist’s arrogant contempt was beyond the pale, and he innovated creative methods
with which to terrorize Palestinian youth. When he spotted young Palestinians, for instance,
he stopped to beat them with his baton and kick them for no reason.

To put an end to Sigrist’s brutality, Abu Gharbieh and Sami al-Ansari set out to kill him. On
the morning of June 12, 1936, they ambushed him at the Wadi al-Joz – al-Tur – Karm
al-Sheikh junction (Rockefeller Garden today). When his car appeared, they fired at him and
his guard. Sigrist, who was wounded, lost control of the steering wheel, and his car careened
into the valley, resulting in a fatal fracture to his spine.24 A violent clash with his

24 Other testimonies indicate that he disappeared and did not die in the accident.

23 Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, In the Midst of the Struggle: the Memoirs of 1916–1949, Institute for Palestine Studies, Beirut 1993, 72
-77.

22Mansour Abu Karim, “Palestinian Institutions in Jerusalem: Reality and Challenges,” in Al-Bayan Magazine, issue no.365,
September 20, 2017, retrieved on July 20, 2019,https://bit.ly/2K9hxD4

21 Dalia Habash, “Wadi al-Joz: In Focus,” in The Jerusalem Quarterly, issue 1, 1998, p:43. https://bit.ly/2YrC1Qt
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moderately-wounded guard ensued, and Sami al-Ansari was fatally wounded. Al-Ansari was
buried in Jerusalem’s Bab al-Rahmah cemetery.

Wadi al-Joz and the Nakba

The arrangements agreed upon between the National Council and the members of the Arab
Higher Committee in December 1947 led to the establishment of a military leadership in the
neighborhoods of Jerusalem for the purpose of organizing mujahedin (resistance fighters)
and taking the necessary action to ensure proper defense and resilience. Mahmoud Jameel
al-Husseini was appointed as leader of al-Sheikh Jarrah and Wadi al-Joz neighborhoods.25

After leading a month-long campaign of attacks on Sanhedria colony (west of al-Sheikh
Jarrah), al-Husseini was shot dead by a British police officer at a Wadi al-Joz residence.
Mohammad Adel Najjar assumed the martyred al-Husseini’s position as the neighborhood
leader, followed by Daoud al-Alami.26

From the onset of the war in late-1947, the neighborhood was used to house weapons and
explosives caches. When the mobile force of Bab al-Sahirah leadership formed, it based its
headquarters in Wadi al-Joz.27 The force participated in defending the neighborhood against
Zionist assaults launched from the Hebrew University and Hadassah Hospital complex.

27 Ibid., p. 183.
26 Ibid., p. 170, p. 247.

25 Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, In the Midst of the Struggle: the Memoirs of Bahjat Abu Gharbieh 1916 - 1949, Institute for Palestine
Studies, Beirut 1993, 156.



Four days after the bombing of Ben Yehuda Street in Jerusalem by al-Jihad al-Muqaddas
(Army of the Holy War), a counterattack was initiated on February 26, 1948 by the Haganah
militia. 143 Zionists from the Haganah infantry advanced on the neighborhood under heavy
machine-gun cover and, using explosives, demolished two Palestinian homes on the
outskirts of the neighborhood. Wadi al-Joz and Bab al-Sahira companies (saraya) responded
with a counterattack, forcing the Zionists to retreat. According to Abu Gharbieh, the battle
that ensued resulted in the death of 12 Zionist combatants, the injury of 18, and the
martyrdom of three Palestinians; it was dubbed “Yawm al-Ghteitah'' (literally “the foggy
day”).28 Zionist sources claim that two Haganah combatants were killed and six were injured
in that battle.29

In his memoirs, Abu Gharbieh relates an incident that occurred in the neighborhood in 1948:
as three resistance fighters guarded the Wadi al-Joz threshing floors, a Zionist patrol
infiltrated the neighborhood. Suspecting their presence, a resistance fighter by the name of
Tayseer al-Kurd advanced towards the source of the suspicious noise. The Zionists surprised
and disarmed him. His comrade, Bader al-Halawani followed al-Kurd to locate the Zionists,
who were waiting in ambush.30 According to Abu Gharbieh, the Zionists said to the captured
resistance fighters, “we don’t want to kill you, we just want to circulate some Haganah
bulletins among the neighborhood houses. We’ll send one of our men with one of you to
distribute the bulletins while the other remains hostage here until our man returns safely.
After that, we’ll release you.”31 In the meantime, al-Kurd and Halawani’s third comrade from
the Liftawi family began to question their absence. When he heard a strange noise, he fired
in the air. The two fighters attempted to escape, but the Zionists shot them and retreated.
Al-Halawani had been shot dead and al-Kurd was wounded.32

In oral testimony, Hajjah Aisha Nasr al-Din adds that Bader al-Halawani had been days away
from his wedding when he was killed. The tradition at that time was to gift newlyweds an
atlas, a quilt decorated with red ornaments. Halawani was shrouded in his atlas and
buried.33

Wadi al-Joz Company did not only repel the Zionist attacks on the neighborhood, it also
participated with the other Jerusalem village and neighborhood companies in the battle of
al-Qastal on April 8, 1948. It contributed to defending al-Sheikh Jarrah on April 15, 1948,34

which led to the martyrdom of Mustafa al-Kurd. Shortly before being killed, al-Kurd had fled
British imprisonment at al-Maskoubiyah.35

35 Ibid. p. 269.
34 Ibid. p. 211.
33 Hajjah Aisha Nasr al-Din during an interview conducted by Grassroots Jerusalem at her home in Wadi al-Joz, on May 2, 2019.
32 Ibid., 194.
31 Bahjat Abu Gharbieh, In the Midst of the Struggle: the Memoirs of 1916–1949, Institute for Palestine Studies, Beirut 1993, 194.

30 Abu Gharbieh only mentions the family name of the resistance fighter Bader al-Halawani in his memoir. Grassroots
Jerusalem obtained the first name during an interview conducted with Hajjah Aisha Nasr al-Din (84) from Wadi al-Joz, on May
2, 2019.

29 A master’s dissertation titled “ רדאיאיתמרירושלים",באזורהערביתבקהילהוההתארגנותהבלתי-סדיריםהכוחות ”, the Hebrew
University, Faculty of History, August 2002.

28 Ibid., p. 194.



A group from Wadi al-Joz Company also partook in the Hadassah and Hebrew University
convoy battle on April 13, 1948. They laid mines in the convoy’s path through Bab al-Sahira
(Herod’s Gate) and al-Sheikh Jarrah to the Hebrew University and Hadassah complex on
Jabal al-Masharef. Led by Mohammad al-Najjar, head of Wadi al-Joz Company, the resistance
fighters hid at the intersections and inside houses near the convoy’s route.36

Wadi al-Joz and the Naksa
On June 5, 1967,37 Zionist forces stationed north of Wadi al-Joz succeeded in breaking
through the front lines of the Jordanian forces positioned near Abdeen Mosque (in the
center of Wadi al-Joz), using blinding searchlights for cover. The Jordanian soldiers engaged
the Zionists, but the heavy aerial bombardment that accompanied the attack drove the
Jordanian battalion to retreat towards the Palestine Archaeological Museum area near Bab
al-Sahira.

Successive developments on the ground unfolded in favor of the Zionists, as their forces
occupied the elevated areas north of Beit Hanina, opposite Tal al-Ful. They also took control
of the Jerusalem-Ramallah Road and the surrounding heights, effectively cutting off the
road to Nablus. Occupying these areas guaranteed full Zionist control over Jerusalem and
the roads leading to it from the north and the east.

On June 6, the second day of the war, Zionist forces occupied the area between the Old City
and Jabal al-Masharef as well as Wadi al-Joz and al-Sheikh Jarrah. They also invaded the Old
City from Bab al-Asbat (Lions’ Gate) near Wadi al-Joz.

Wadi al-Joz is the resting place of the martyrs who fell while defending the area during the
Naksa, most of them members of the popular resistance led by Subhi Ghosheh*38 in
Jerusalem, and especially in Wadi al-Joz. Ghosheh combed the streets of the city and its
neighborhoods with his ambulance and transported the bodies of martyrs to Bab
al-Rahmah cemetery. If transporting them proved impossible, he buried them where they
had fallen.39

39 Ibid.

38 Sobhi Ghosheh (1929–2019): intellectual, writer and Palestinian nationalist; born in al-Sheikh Jarrah in 1929; co-founded the
Arab National Movement with George Habash, Tayseer Qabaa, and others; founded the PFL in 1967 and remained a Central
Committee member until his death; founder of al-Maqassed Charitable Society in 1954; founder of al-Maqassed Hospital in
1968; was a member in the Jerusalem Municipality and the Secretariat General of Jerusalem before the Naksa; established the
Palestinian  Pharmacists and Doctors Associations in 1974.

37 For further details about the battle,  refer to the following documentary produced by  Jordanian Television, accessed on
June 17, 2019:
https://bit.ly/2InxRAe
https://bit.ly/2IQpZGJ
https://bit.ly/31ECfCK
https://bit.ly/2WRT21H

36 Ibid. pp. 225 - 226.
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The Graves of martyrs of the 1967 Naska are found all throughout the neighborhood,
including those of three resistance fighters. According to the oral history, one is of an
intelligence officer in the Jordanian Army, the second is that of a martyr from the Monis
family, and the third is of a resistance fighter from Nablus. These graves are located near the
Idkiedek building in the Tanak district.40

Colonization
In terms of settler-colonization, land confiscation, and restrictions on urbanization, Wadi
al-Joz is blighted by two Israeli “national parks” that were declared on plots of land in
different areas of the neighborhood.

Jerusalem Walls National Park was declared in 1974 on 1,100 donums of land along the walls
of the Old City. It encompasses land from several neighborhoods, including Wadi Hilweh in
Silwan and Wadi al-Joz. An area of about 56 donums in the southeast of Wadi al-Joz is also
included in the “park.”41 This area is normally used by Palestinians for commerce and
parking. The declaration of this “national park” on these lands is impeding greatly upon
Jerusalemite property owners' urgent need for construction and development.

In 2000, another “national park” called Emik Tzurim was declared on an area extending from
the southern slopes of Jabal al-Masharef and the western slopes of Jabal al-Zaytoun (Mount
of Olives) towards al-Suwwanah and Wadi al-Joz neighborhoods, in the area located behind
al-Ibrahimiyyah College and the Red Crescent Hospital. Palestinians refer to the valley in
al-Suwwanah neighborhood as Wadi al-Suwwanah. Emik Tzurim was declared on 170
donums, including a mostly vacant area of 39 donums in Wadi al-Joz.42 The confiscated Wadi
al-Joz land includes private Palestinian-owned property and land categorized as Islamic
waqf.

According to Israeli law, an area is declared a “national park” when it contains
archaeological finds or unique natural features such as rare vegetation. Yet the Emik Tzurim
site lacks any of these features. In fact, the declaration of this “national park” deprives
Palestinians from construction on the confiscated land and creates a geography devoid of
Palestinian architecture, extending from the Old City of occupied Jerusalem to the slopes of
Jabal al-Masharef, where the Hebrew University is located.

B’Tselem, the Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territory, notes,
“The declaration of the site as a national park has political ramifications: it creates a
contiguous bloc of open spaces extending from the Old City to Mount Scopus where
Palestinian construction will be prohibited, and at the same time draws Israeli visitors to the

42 B’Tselem,  report titled “Tzurim Valley National Park,” published on September 16, 2014, https://bit.ly/2SP9bEA
41 B’Tselem,  report titled “Jerusalem Walls National Park,” last updated on September 16, 2015,https://bit.ly/2MltcS1
40 Hajjah Aisha Nasr al-Din in an interview conducted by Grassroots Jerusalem at her home in Wadi al-Joz on May 2, 2019.
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area. Israeli daily Haaretz reported that, when Benny Elon served as MK on behalf of the
National Unity party, he said that the park was one of ‘17 Jewish footholds around the Old
City,’ designed, as he claims, to surround it and prevent possible division of Jerusalem.
According to Elon, these footholds include open spaces, national parks and small Jewish
neighborhoods.”43

Colonization near the Industrial Zone

The Hesbah and Industrial Zone face numerous Zionist threats, including the exorbitant
taxes levied on shop owners, in addition to the confiscation of large areas for the expansion
of the roads that serve Zionist colonists crossing the neighborhood on their way to the
occupied Old City. The expansion also aims to connect several colonies adjacent to Wadi
al-Joz and to provide the infrastructure for other colonial projects, leading to complete
Israeli control over the surroundings of the Old City.

The Occupation Municipality has been discussing two grand projects to be implemented
over the ruins of 180 businesses in the Industrial Zone. The first is an extension of the “City
Center” project, and the second is a project dubbed “Silicon Valley.” Both plans fall under
the soft infiltration policies enacted by the Occupation authorities and carried out by the
Occupation Municipality to the detriment of Jerusalemites.

The Occupation Municipality in Jerusalem plans to confiscate five donums belonging to the
al-Khatib family waqf for the expansion of the “City Center” project. The area, according to
the project plans, will be transformed into a residential complex with commercial
establishments, completely out of step with how the space has been utilized over the past
50 years.

To achieve this end, the Occupation authorities seek to transfer the industrial businesses
from Wadi al-Joz to the industrial zones of Atarot and Mishor Adumim colonies. As of
mid-2020, 40 business owners have received evacuation orders effective before the new
year. The execution of the plan will result in more than 40 families losing their livelihoods
and being eventually displaced from their city.44

The Occupation Municipality is embarking on a mega-project dubbed “Silicon Valley,
Jerusalem’s largest hi-tech project.” The project plan allocates 200,000 square meters for
high-tech industry to employ over 10,000 graduates and experts.45 As of the writing of this
article (September 2020), the plans have yet to be approved by the Occupation’s Jerusalem
Planning and Building Committee.

45 Ibid.

44 A report titled, “the Arab Industrial Zone in Jerusalem is Endangered,” published on aljazeerah.net, on June 28, 2020,
https://bit.ly/33VLBMn

43 Ibid.
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Epilogue
Wadi al-Joz is one of the closest neighborhoods to the occupied Old City. As such, on
Fridays, one can see Wadi al-Joz residents and those of nearby neighborhoods walking down
its alleys and through Bab al-Asbat (Lions’ Gate) towards al-Aqsa Mosque for Friday prayer.
When the Occupation police imposes age restrictions on entry to al-Aqsa on Fridays —
which it does in periods of tense confrontations as a form of collective punishment — the
vast majority of those denied entry, carry out the prayer on the main street in Wadi al-Joz
(al-Maqdessi Street).

Another consequence of this proximity is the almost permanent presence of Occupation
forces in the neighborhood. As in all Palestinian villages and neighborhoods, confrontations
erupt there in response to events affecting the country.

On the evening of August 31, 2014, confrontations broke out in Wadi al-Joz as part of a wave
of anger that had begun in early July in response to the murder of 16-year-old Mohammed
Abu Khdeir. That evening, a child named Mohammad Sonokrot had been on his way to
Abdeen Mosque for evening prayer, a two-minute walk from his house in Wadi al-Joz, when
he was shot in the head with two rubber-coated steel bullets. He died of his injuries ten
days later. In response, Wadi al-Joz announced a general strike, and violent confrontations
erupted in the area and in nearby neighborhoods between Jerusalemite youths and
Occupation police.


