
Hizma
Introduction
The name “Hizma” for many Jerusalemites is associated with the Hizma military checkpoint,
which is often the second option, after Qalandia checkpoint, for getting from Ramallah to
Jerusalem, as Hizma is usually less congested.

Location and Area
The town of Hizma is located eight kilometers northwest of the occupied city of Jerusalem,
midway between Jaba to the north and west, Anata to the south, and Beit Hanina to the west. It
is 615 meters above sea level and its area is originally 10,438 donums.1

According to the Oslo Agreement, Hizma was administratively divided into Areas B and C.
Around 90% of the town, 9,500 donums, falls under Area C, that is, under the military and civil
jurisdiction of the Occupation authorities.

Origin and History
There exist many interpretations as to the origin and meaning behind the name Hizma. The
people of Hizma believe the name derives from the Arabic word denoting qualities such as will,
determination and leadership (hazm).2 On the other hand, researcher Nasser al-Din Abu Khdeir
speculates that the origin of the name is Aramaic, reasoning that the name ends “with a long ‘a’

2 From an interview with Mr. Khairi Ibrahim Askar (born in 1942) one of the city council members; conducted in November 20, 2019.

1 Mourad Mostafa al-Dabagh, Biladuna Filastin (Palestine, Our Homeland), available online through “Hizma” on “Palestine
Remembered” through Hizma - الذاكرةفيفلسطین-القدس-حزما

https://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Hizma_1172/ar/index.html


vowel used to refer to the male singular. It could be derived from Arabic, from the word ‘hazm,’
denoting an elevated rocky location overlooking valleys, an apt description of the place, as the
village is surrounded by rock belts on either side. In fact, many locations in the Arabian
Peninsula carry the name ‘Hazm’ to refer to an elevated area with an abundance of coarse rock,
such as Hzeim al-Tur, as pronounced in the Palestinian dialect,” which substantiates the Arab
identity of the place.3

Population
In the early-1930s, the population of Hizma was 521 people, residing in 91 households.4 Today,
10,000 Palestinians reside in Hizma.5

The original families descend from two main clans:

Salah al-Din, which branches out into the Said, al-Omari, Mubarak, Abu Khalil and Jawda
families; and Al-Khatib, which branches out into the Amir, Zayed, Abu-Hilo, Sbeih, and Hasan
families.6

Social and Economic Context
According to oral history, among the most famous mukhtars of the village was a man by the
name of Mohammad al-Hseini Salah al-Din, who was the village mukhtar for a time during the
first half of the 20th century. He was known for his great generosity and his friendly relations
with the neighboring villages. A well-known proverb retold by the village elders says: “Fear
Hseini of Hizma, Dhib (wolf) of Jaba and Wawi (jackal) of al-Ram.” Dhib and Wawi of Jaba and
al-Ram were well-known mukhtars of these two villages.7

Researcher Bashir Barakat refers to the Hizma in his study on Shuafat village’s relations to
other villages during Ottoman rule. He notes that conflicts arose between the Shuafat families
and those of other villages, including Hizma, regarding the ownership of livestock or due
payment for goods.8 Historically, Hizma’s economy depended on livestock as the main source of
livelihood, with most families herding sheep and producing dairy products.

8 Bashir Abd al-Ghani Barakat, Dirasat fi Tarikh Beit al-Maqdis (Studies in the History of Jerusalem) (Dar Al-Bashair al-Islamia, 2014):
88.

7 Ibid.

6 According to Fawaz Rashid Said (estimated to have been born in 1938) in an interview conducted with him on November 20, 2019
in Hizma.

5 From an interview with Mayor Samar Deif-Allah, conducted on April 23, 2018.
4 E.Mills, Census of Palestine 1931: Population of Villages, Towns, and Administrative Areas (UK Crown Copyright: 1931), 39.

3 Naser al-Din abu-Khdeir, “Names of Palestinian Villages of Jerusalem: Linguistics and Semantic Study”, Association of Arab
Universities Journal for Arts. Also, Bab al-Wad, published December 6, 2016 through داللیةلغویةدراسةالقدس،قرىأسماء

https://www.babelwad.com/ar/jerusalem-villages-names


As for crops, the village depended on the cultivation of wheat and barley in winter and legumes
in summer. In addition to farming, stone cutting in quarries was the most widespread vocation
in the village.9

Long ago, as in many Palestinian villages, families resided in close proximity to one another in
the old village center, each house with its own hoash (courtyard). This tightly knit residential
arrangement gradually began to disappear as the residents began moving and building away
from the old center. Today, the number of Hizma residents is as high as 10,000, comprised of
the original village families as well as others that have arrived from elsewhere in Palestine,
including Hebron.

Education
People in the village historically attained their education at the kuttab in the village mosque
until the foundation of the first school in 1951–1952. Mohammad Khalil from Beitin village in
Ramallah was the first teacher to administer and teach in the school.10 A Hizma elder, Khairi
Askar, recalls how some people, himself included, would send their sons and to a lesser extent,
their daughters, to Beit Duqqu School in order to complete their education following their
elementary schooling in the village. Those who wished to continue their education would go to
Dar al-Muallimin in nearby Beit Hanina.11

There are four schools in Hizma today, two for boys and two for girls, all of which teach up to
the high school level and are run by the Palestinian Ministry of Education. There are also two
private co-ed primary schools.12

Landmarks
Listed here are the most prominent Hizma landmarks, related to popular tradition, recent
history and contemporary events and personalities.

The hoash area, the old village center, is the heart of the balad (town, village or city center, as it
is called in Palestine). It is regarded as the first area in which the villagers dwelled. In the old
center, there are historic houses, some of which are more than 100 years old, and among them,
some that have been partially renovated. This includes the hoash of Dar Abu Khalil, which is
home to the Islamic Youth Club today. The hoash belongs to the family of the aforementioned
mukhtar, Mohammad al-Hseini Salah al-Din.

12 “Hizma File”, Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ), accessed June 2014, دلیلقریةحزما
11 From an interview with Municipal Council member Khairi Ibrahim Askar (born in 1942), conducted on November 20, 2019.
10 Ibid.

9 According to Fawaz Rashid Said (estimated to have been born in 1938) during an interview conducted with him on November 20,
2019 in Hizma.

http://vprofile.arij.org/jerusalem/ar/pdfs/vprofile/Hizma_Ar.pdf


The old center also includes the oldest mosque in Hizma, Omar bin Abd al-Aziz Mosque, whose
area has been expanded to one donum by residents in recent years.13 There are three other
mosques in town: Jaafar bin Abi Talib, al-Tabieen, and al-Hussein. The latter was built in 2013
with an area of 450 square meters.14

As are most Palestinian villages, Hizma is home to a shrine dedicated to a patron saint (wali):

Maqam al-Sheikh Mansur: The shrine is located in the Hizma cemetery and is dedicated to a
saint named Sheikh Mansur. Nothing is known about the identity of the sheikh, but according to
tradition, the women would light lanterns by the shrine, hoping to have their wishes fulfilled.

Ein Fara spring, an abundant source of water, is located within Hizma’s boundaries. As of the
1920s, and especially during Jordanian rule, that is, prior to the 1967 occupation, Ein Fara was an
important source of water for the city of Jerusalem.

14 Muna Qawasmi, “Hafl Iftitat wa Tashyid Mosjid al-Hussein fi Qaryet Hizma” (Opening Ceremony and Inauguration of al-Hussein
Mosque in Hizma), published on PLS48.NET on July 2, 2013 https://bit.ly/34qYahM

13 From an interview with Municipal Council member Khairi Ibrahim Askar (born in 1942), conducted on November 20, 2019.

https://bit.ly/34qYahM


Ein Fara is among the springs and tributaries of Wadi al-Qelt valley, which stretches for 45
kilometers from eastern Jerusalem to western Jericho. Wadi al-Qelt is one of the western
tributaries of the Jordan River and carries rain and spring water from the eastern slopes of the
mountains of Jerusalem and al-Birah towards the river. Remnants of Roman aqueducts abound
throughout the valley, as do Byzantine-period caves and monasteries, where hermits and
monks sought solitude and worship.

The valley is a popular destination for hikers, adventurers, and nature enthusiasts, especially in
winter and spring. The Israeli Nature and Parks Authority controls Ein Fara, the Wadi al-Qelt trail
and the surrounding areas, regulating visits and charging visitors for access. The Hizma
community is thus deprived of the natural landscape that exists on their own land, and which
they had been accustomed to accessing daily without restriction. This situation also accounts
for one of the primary factors underlying the decline in livestock resources: the shrinking of
grazing areas, including Wadi al-Qelt.

According to the Occupation’s Nature and Parks Authority, there is an archaeological site
(Khirbat Ein Fara) on the slope of the valley, above its northern bank. During an excavation in
1968, late-Bronze age and Iron Age artefacts were unearthed at the site.15

Al-Jai Cavern is a series of caves located north of Ein Fara. According to Mustafa Murad
al-Dabbagh in Biladuna Filastin (Palestine, Our Homeland), its name could be a derivation of
the Syriac word “Jayya,” denoting a pleasant, delightful place.16 The townspeople, especially the
elders, claim that one could reach Jerusalem through one of its caves, and that in the olden
days, one could hear the pounding of metal emanating from Suq al-Haddadin (blacksmith
market) in Jerusalem’s Old City.

The community also mentions a cave called Tin Said, also known as Najla Cave.

Among the khirbahs (old ruins) in the Hizma are al-Kharriaah17 and Abi Masarra. The latter is
noted by Mustafa Murad al-Dabbagh and is located in the southwestern part of Hizma.18 Lastly,
Khirbat al-Kharaba, also known as Attoura, is located on the northern side of the town.19

19 Ibid.

18 Murad Mustafa al-Dabagh, Biladuna Filastin (Palestine, Our Homeland), available online through “Hizma”, Palestine Remembered,
accessed from: Hizma - الذاكرةفيفلسطین-القدس-حزما

17 During an interview with Awda Askar, a member of the village council, conducted on November 20, 2019.
16 Ibid.
15 Brochure by the Occupation’s Nature and Parks Authority on Ein Fara Reserve, which can be accessed here: فارةعني

https://www.palestineremembered.com/GeoPoints/Hizma_1172/ar/index.html
https://www.parks.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/brochureArab.pdf


The Tombs of the Children of Israel (Children of Israin) are located in northern Hizma and
believed to date to the Bronze Age.20 When excavating and surveying the area, French
archaeologist Louis-Hugues Vincent21 found five massive stone structures with a burial chamber
at the center of each. He concluded that the site was built by Bronze Age shepherds as a burial
place for their dead. When Vincent asked the residents of Hizma about the name of the site,
they answered: “the tombs of the children of Israin.”

History of Resistance
Hizma in the 1936 Revolt

A well-known story circulates in Hizma about a local resistance fighter called Ali Kanaan Askar,
who killed three British soldiers in a Potash plant near the Dead Sea. He then returned to Wadi
al-Qelt and hid with his comrade Salim Asileh Amer in a cave near Wadi al-Fawar. He was
pursued by the British until they ultimately located him and shot him dead. The villagers buried
the martyr in secrecy at Wadi al-Fawar. After 40 days, they transferred his remains to Hizma and
buried them in the village cemetery.22

Among the martyrs of Hizma who fell during the battles of the Revolt are Mohammad al-Tabji
Kanaan and Abd al-Latif Awad, who were killed in the shelling during the Battle of al-Birah on
September 20, 1938. Mohammad al-Tabji was buried in the Hizma cemetery, and Abd al-Latif in
Dir Dibwan.23

During the war of 1948, the people of Hizma took part in an attack on a Zionist military convoy
as it made its way to Atarot colony north of Jerusalem. The attack took place in the village of
Shuafat.

Hizma and the Naksa

As in most villages during the 1967 Naksa, the residents of Hizma and those of neighboring
villages, most of which were bombed, sought refuge in nearby areas. They fled to Ein Fara and
remained there for one to two weeks before returning to their village. During the Naksa, three
Jordanian soldiers whose identities were not discerned were buried in the Hizma cemetery.24

Many young men from Hizma volunteered with the Jordanian army and, according to Kheiri
Askar, many of those settled down in Jordan following the war.

24 From an interview with Municipal Council member Khairi Ibrahim Askar (born in 1942), conducted on November 20, 2019.
23 Rasim Shabaan Bsharat, Jaba’ al Ard wa al-Insan (Jerusalem: Al-Bayan Printing and Publishing, 2004), 4.
22 From an interview with Municipal Council member Khairi Ibrahim Askar (born in 1942), conducted on November 20, 2019.

21 Luis Vincent (1872-1960) is a French archaeologist and a monk of the Dominican Order. He studied and worked as a researcher
and teacher at the French School of Biblical and Archeological Research
in Jerusalem. He studied archeological sites in Palestine, especially during the period of British colonial rule.

20 Fred Strickert, Rachel Weeping: Jews, Christians and Muslims at the Fortress Tomb (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2007), 69.



After the 1967 war, parts of Hizma were seized by the Occupation authorities to build nearby
colonies like Neve Yaakov, Pisgat Ze’ev, Geva Binyamin and Almon. Following the war, the
economic situation of the village changed drastically as most of the villagers, who had
depended on raising livestock, were compelled to seek different livelihoods. They shifted to
other forms of work, including labor in the colonies, owing to the Israeli policies of confinement
and the seizure of pastures after the occupation of the village. The Hizma Municipal Council
estimates the number of sheep in the village before 1967 to have been around 20,000, whereas
now they are estimated to be around 1,500 only.25

During the second Intifada, more than ten people from Hizma were killed by Israeli occupation
forces, among them, the brothers Thabit and Muayad Salah al-Din. Muayad was martyred in
2001 in Baqa al-Sharqiya at the age of 24, and Thabit was martyred in 2006. The Occupation
authorities detained Muayad’s body, which they only released on February 23, 2014, that is, 13
years after his killing.26

Colonization
Settler-colonial activity in Hizma manifests in three ways: the establishment of colonies on land
belonging to the town, the Annexation and Expansion Wall, and the military checkpoint that
separates Hizma from the occupied city of Jerusalem.

Prior to the Nakba, the Zionists had built HaKfar HaIvri colony, which later became known as
Neve Yaakov, on 285 dunums of land confiscated from Beit Hanina and Hizma. The Zionist
movement then began planning for the construction of a colonial bloc in the north of
Jerusalem that would include Atarot and HaKfar HaIvri (Neve Yaakov). This came following the
decision by the Jerusalem Municipality (under British colonial rule) to connect those colonies to
the water grid. The connection was made in the French Hill area to the main pipe that ran from
Ein Fara to Jerusalem. Upon its installation, the pipeline soon became a constant target for
sabotage.27

In the early- and mid-1980s, the Occupation authorities seized 500 donums of land from Hizma
in order to build Geva Binyamin (Adam) colony, over 1,600 donums for Pisgat Ze’ev and Pisgat
Amir colonies, and another 500 donums for Almon (Anatot) colony.28 The people of Hizma assert

28 According to information provided by the head of the Hizma Village Council Msallam Abu-Hilu, via phone call conducted with him
on June 21, 2020. Abu Hilu noted that the seizure of land for the construction of Almon colony is part of a larger expansionist
scheme. As of 2020, it remains a vacant plot on which nothing is yet built.

27 Khalid Odetallah, “Mustawtanat Atarot: 100 ‘Aam min al-Sira’ min “Yinkil” ela “Rami Levy” (“Atarot Colony: 100 Years of Struggle
from Yinkil to Rami Levy”), Bab al-Wad, published on April 15, 2019, لیفي"راميإلى"ِینكل"ِمنالصراعمنعاٍم100"عطروت":مستوطنة "

26 “Tashiyi Rufaat al-Shahid Mouyad Salah al-Din fi Hizma”’ (“Funeral March of Remains of Martyr Moayad Salah al-Din in Hizma”),
on Maan, published on February 24, 2014, حزمافيالدینصالحمؤیدالشھیدرفاتتشییعالتاليالخبر

25 From an interview with Municipal Council member Khairi Ibrahim Askar (born in 1942), conducted on April 23, 2018.

https://www.babelwad.com/ar/Atarot-Rami-Levi-100-Years-Of-Conflict
https://www.maannews.net/news/676380.html


that the Zionists named the latter colony “Almon” in reference to Khirbat Almun, which is
located between Anata and Hizma.

The Occupation authorities also seized parts of Hizma to build colonial bypass roads to link its
colonies, including Route 437, for which it seized 5.4 donums. The road links the colonies of
Pisgat Ze’ev and Neve Yaakov with Geva Binyamin (Adam) colony.

The Annexation and Expansion Wall

The Occupation authorities seized parts of Hizma to build the Wall, which confines the town
from its western and northern sides.29 In addition to the Wall, Hizma’s western edge is also
blocked by the Hizma military checkpoint. The Wall also penetrates the open spaces on the
northern side of the town. The first phase of the Wall’s construction in 2004 isolated Hizma’s
Shaab al-Hayya neighborhood, home to over 100 people. Construction of the Wall did not stop
in 2004. In 2016, a new part of the Wall was built around al-Baqaan neighborhood (south of
Hizma), which is made up of 10 houses belonging to the al-Khatib family. This was done under
the pretext that an explosive device had gone off in that area, injuring an Israeli occupation
soldier. The neighborhood was thus blocked on three sides with walls and concrete blocks.30

All in all, the Annexation and Expansion Wall resulted in the isolation of 4,000 donums (40% of
Hizma’s land) from the town center.

In addition to the Wall, the Hizma military checkpoint, built in 2006 and made up of four car
lanes, blocked the town off from the occupied city of Jerusalem, restricting freedom of
movement and denying the entry of Hizma residents to Jerusalem. Moreover, the military
checkpoint severs the occupied city of Jerusalem’s rural contiguity. This is not to mention that
the houses of some Hizma families, about 120 people, ended up on the other side of the wall
by Pisgat Ze’ev colony,31 effectively cut off from their community in the center of Hizma. For
example, the homes of Khairi Askar, his brother and other relatives, which were built before the
establishment of Pisgat Ze’ev, are now located in the center of the colony.32

The isolation of Hizma from occupied Jerusalem has had many negative social implications,
including restriction on freedom of movement and communication, and the prohibition of the
community from entering occupied Jerusalem and seeking the city’s medical and educational
services. Hizma’s workers and farmers, the sector that is most negatively impacted by the Wall,

32 From an interview with Municipal Council member Khairi Ibrahim Askar (born in 1942, conducted on November 20, 2019.
31 Hizma File”, Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ), accessed June 2014, دلیلقریةحزما

30 “Hizma File”, Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ), accessed June 2014,
http://vprofile.arij.org/jerusalem/ar/pdfs/vprofile/Hizma_Ar.pd

29 “Hizma File”, Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism (ARIJ), accessed June 2014, دلیلقریةحزما

http://vprofile.arij.org/jerusalem/ar/pdfs/vprofile/Hizma_Ar.pdf
http://vprofile.arij.org/jerusalem/ar/pdfs/vprofile/Hizma_Ar.pd
http://vprofile.arij.org/jerusalem/ar/pdfs/vprofile/Hizma_Ar.pdf


face extreme difficulty obtaining permits to work in the areas occupied in 1948. Consequently,
unemployment in Hizma reached nearly 30% in 2010 and is expected to rise, given its difficult
economic situation and continued isolation.

The policies of isolation and geographic fragmentation are detrimental to the people of Hizma,
as they have been residentially isolated from their own social orbit. They have filed lawsuits
seeking to halt the continued construction of new walls meant to further isolate them from
other Hizma neighborhoods.33 The courts have certainly not been the only means through
which the community has protested these policies and attempted to halt them. The residents
of Hizma are in continual confrontation against the Israeli occupation forces as will be
discussed in further detail.

Epilogue

In light of Israeli isolation and fragmentation policies, and as a function of its geographic
location at the crossroads between the north and the south of the West Bank, Hizma today is a
commercially active area. A vital road that leads southward to Wadi al-Nar on the way to
Hebron runs adjacent to Hizma. The most prominent commercial activity there today is the car
repair business.

Like most Palestinian areas, Hizma faces constant raids and arrests by Occupation forces, who
on occasion also close the western entrance to the town with concrete blocks as a form of
collective punishment of its residents following their participation in confrontations and stone
throwing against Occupation forces. The most recent Palestinian martyr to fall during such
confrontations was 26-year-old Mohammad Fathi Kanaan, who Israeli occupation forces shot
and killed in July 2017.34

As for economic life, in addition to Hizma’s commercial establishments, the local residents also
work in the colonies and, to a lesser extent, they seek employment in Ramallah.

Youth-focused and cooperative activity is prevalent in Hizma through various institutions,
including Sawa Association for Societal Development, which defines itself as a youth, social,
and cultural association founded by young women and men volunteers from Hizma in 2005. The
association organizes activities that target all sectors of the community. There is also the Hizma
Association for Social Development and Hizma Sports Club

34 “Tashiyi Juthman al-Shahid Mohammad Fathi Kanaan min Hizma” (“Funeral March of Martyr Mohammad Fathi Kanaan from
Hizma”), al-Ayyam, published on July 28, 2017; حزمافيكنعانمحمدالشھیدجثمانتشییع

33 Mirvat Sadiq, “Judran al-Ihtilal Tuhawil Hizma al-Maqdisiyya li Sijn” (“The Occupation Walls Turn Jerusalemite Hizma into a
Prison”), al-Jazeera, published on May 25, 2016; https://bit.ly/2OQ8oS1

https://www.al-ayyam.ps/ar_page.php?id=1231d568y305255784Y1231d568
https://bit.ly/2OQ8oS1



